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Ross-on-Wye Town Council 
 

Minutes of the meeting of the Full Council 
held on Monday 10th October 2016 at 7.00pm 

at The Corn Exchange, High Street, Ross-on-Wye, Herefordshire, HR9 5HL 
 

Present:  Councillor D Ravenscroft – Chairman 
  Councillors C Bartrum, C Bennett, V Coker, C Gray, N Gibbs, J Gren,  
  J Hyde, J Jennings, H Lerego, R Mayo and C Utting   
     
In attendance:   Mrs S Robson - Town Clerk 
There were three members of the public and two members of the press present. 
 
16/10# 165  Apologies for Absence 
  Local Government Act 1972 S85 (1) 
  Councillors P Cutter & D Lister - holiday 

Councillor D Bedford – Illness 
Councillor J Roberts – family commitment 
 
RESOLVED – to accept the apologies given 

 
16/10# 166 Declarations of Interest 

Councillor Ravenscroft declared a DPI in Agenda Item 16/10#173 Asset Transfer – 
Homs Road, due to being a member of the Management Team for Ross Cadets who 
have made an informal approach to the Council in respect of this site. 
Councillors Lerego, Coker and Gibbs declared a DPI in Agenda Item 16/10#177 due 
to cheques payable to them for the re-imbursement of expenses. 

 
16/10# 167 Applications for Dispensations 
 None 
 
16/10# 168 Reports from County Councillors (for information only) 

An announcement about the Model Farm was made, Members were informed it has 
been earmarked as the number one viable investment in Herefordshire and 
Worcestershire and it is expected there will be further news relating to the site in 
the Autumn Statement. The importance of this investment is vital and will create a 
number of jobs for the area.  
Western Power is due to start work shortly, discussions have been taking place in an 
effort to minimise disruption with road closures and diversions which commence 
next week.  
A proposal to create a Bid (Business in Development) Team for Ross is imminent, a 
referendum would be needed but if successful it would provide additional funds, 
raised by a 2.5% contribution from the Business Rates, to promote the economy 
within the town. 
It was reported that negotiations with the Applicant at the Ledbury Road site have 
been on-going and the Planning Consent has been approved to include a pedestrian 
crossing at the site. 
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16/10# 169 Report from Ross Police (for information only) 
No police presence 
 

16/10# 170 Public Participation  
 Mr. Mark Calvin, Vice Chairman of Herefordshire CAB made a brief presentation to 

the Members about the service and its future.  Investigations are underway looking 
for alternative funding streams to safeguard the service since the withdrawal of HC’s 
funding in2015/2016. The drop-in service has ceased in Hereford and all initial calls 
are now handled via telephone, text or email and then follow up appointments are 
made if necessary. 

 
 The future is still unclear and a review is being undertaken, the good news is that 

some of the market towns have offered a life-line to provide a local appointments 
based service to see a CAB assessor. 

 
 Another major piece of work is underway to allow further collaboration with other 

charities and organisations, sourcing funding opportunities is crucial and a number 
of scenarios are being considered. 

 
 2015/2016 figures for the Ross area, during this time 252 people were dealt with, 

347 cases opened, 935 total issues, the financial benefit over the year equated to 
£544k that was secured for people in the Ross area. 

 
7.30 pm one member of the public left the meeting 
 
 16/10# 171 To resolve to exclude members of the press and public             
 Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 
   To agree any items to be dealt with after the public (including the press) have 

been excluded as publicity would prejudice the public interest by reason of the 
confidential nature of the business to be transacted.  

  
   Proposed: Councillor Gibbs                                          Seconded: Councillor Lerego 
   Unanimous  
    

RESOLVED – that agenda item #16/10#183 ‘Commercial in Confidence’ be 
treated as confidential and be dealt with after the Public (including the Press) 
have been excluded.  
 

16/10# 172  Full Council Meeting Minutes  
  Local Government Act 1972 schedule 12 para 41(1)  

To confirm and sign the minutes of the meeting of Full Council held on 
Monday 12th September 2016. 

 
RESOLVED – that the minutes of the meeting of Full Council held on  
Monday 12th September 2016 be signed as a correct record. 
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16/10# 173 Committees – To receive and note the minutes of the following meetings and  
  approve any recommendations; 
   
  Events                                                        25th July 2016                 
  Events                                                        19th September 2016    
  

Planning & Development                     13th September 2016     
 

  Markets Sub Committee                        15th September 2016  
   
  Neighbourhood Plan Sub Committee   15th September 2016     

 
Policy & Management    3rd October 2016             

 
Proposed: Councillor Bennett                 Seconded: Councillor Lerego 
Unanimous 
 
RESOLVED – to approve the recommendation to authorise expenditure from the 
Energy Efficiency EMR in the sum of £1165.00 plus vat to upgrade the lighting 
underneath the Market House to LED floodlights. 
 
The recommendation from the Policy & Management Committee for authority to 
be given to the Clerk to put together a Business Case to seek disposal of the Old 
Chapel through a commercial sale whilst continuing marketing to find a suitable 
tenant on a commercial lease basis was discussed. An amendment was proposed 
and seconded; 
 
Proposed: Councillor Coker                                                Seconded: Councillor Lerego 
 
The amendment proposed; 
 
To instruct a Land Agent to put together a Business Case to seek disposal of the 
Old Chapel through a commercial sale whilst continuing marketing to find a 
suitable tenant on a commercial lease basis. 
 
For: 8    Abstentions: 4 
 
The amendment therefore became the substantive motion.  
 
Proposed: Councillor Gren                                                   Seconded: Councillor Coker 
 
A named vote was requested by Councillor Bartrum 
 
Those in favour: Councillors Gray, Hyde, Mayo, Coker, Gibbs, Bennett, Lerego and 
Gren 
 
Those against: Councillors Utting, Jennings, Bartrum 
 
Abstained: Councillor Ravenscroft 
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For: 8      Against: 3   Abstentions: 1  
 
RESOLVED – to approve expenditure for the Council’s Land Agent to put together 
a Business Case to seek disposal of the Old Chapel through a commercial sale 
whilst continuing marketing to find a suitable tenant on a commercial lease 
basis. 
 

7.55pm Councillor Ravenscroft having declared a DPI left the meeting and Councillor Gibbs 
took over chairing the meeting. 
 
Proposed: Councillor Utting                                                Seconded: Councillor Mayo 
Unanimous 
 
RESOLVED – to approve the recommendation that the Sea Cadets should be 
advised that further information about the space they might require is sought 
but no firm commitment could be made until the transfer of Homs Road Car Park 
has been completed. 
 

8.00pm Councillor Ravenscroft returned to the meeting and took over chairing the 
meeting. 

   
  Amenities Committee                              4th October 2016                   
 
  RESOLVED – to receive and note the minutes of the committees and sub 

committees. 
 
  The Chairman requested that Item 16/10#175 be brought forward to allow Mr. 

Reynolds to address the Members and give his report. 
   
16/10#175  Neighbourhood Plan 
 

i) to receive an updated report from the Sub Committee  
  

Members were informed that further meetings with Herefordshire Council (HC) are 
taking place to consider usage of key sites for allocation and their viability, particular 
regard is being given to educational facilities at a local and county level to explore the 
pros and cons. The timescale is at present on track and the pressure is on HC to comply, 
if there is a requirement to consider allocation of further sites there might be additional 
costs and a time delay. 
 

8.05pm Mr. Reynolds left the meeting 
 
  RESOLVED – to receive and note the report 

 
16/10# 174 Mayor’s Announcements 

The Mayor spoke of a number of engagements he had attended including the 
Battle of Britain event in the Cathedral, the hosting of the County of Culture 
meeting, Services for Independent living AGM was very interesting, Shrievalty 
Service in the Cathedral. 
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The following statement was read by the Mayor; 
 
‘I would like to make a statement as Chairman of the Council in connection with an 
article that appeared on the front page of the Ross Gazette dated 21st September 
2016. 
In the piece it states that a councillor ‘told the Gazette …. that rather than taking 
on staff and then having to cover the expense of staff illness, holidays or storage 
facilities, local companies such as Enviroability, could have been used by the Town 
Council’. 
This Council publicly disassociates itself from these remarks and apologises to staff 
for the concerns they expressed about their employment with the Council. 
These alleged comments do not accord with the Council’s democratic decision to 
employ its own workforce and do not represent the views of the Council as a 
whole. 
Councillors have the right to express their views but must make it clear when 
doing so that it is a personal view and that they are not speaking on behalf of the 
Council’. 

 
16/10# 176  Finance– Income & Expenditure 2016/2017  
     Accounts and Audit Regulations 2011 

To review the budget information for the year to date.      
 
RESOLVED – to receive and note the report.    

 
16/10# 177  Finance – Accounts for payment  
   Local Government Act 1972 s150 (5)    
  To review and note items of expenditure received since the last meeting.  

 
  Proposed: Councillor Mayo                                                       Seconded: Councillor Coker 
  Unanimous 

 
RESOLVED – to approve the accounts for payment. 
 

16/10#178 Finance 
To review and confirm schedule of payments for 2nd quarter for Direct Debits, BACS 
payments and manual cheques. 
 
RESOLVED – to receive and note the report.                                                      
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16/10#179 Consultation; 
Herefordshire Council – on behalf of BT Payphones – removal of underused pay phones 
(deadline 28th December 2016). 
 
Members were reminded of the three phone boxes under threat in Ross-on-Wye in the 
Avenue, Greytree and Gloucester Road. It was recognised that with improved mobile 
phone reception the use of public phone boxes has reduced. However, there are still 
people using the phones and not everybody has a mobile phone.  
 

  Proposed: Councillor Mayo                                               Seconded: Councillor Bennett 
  For: 9     Against: 2    Abstention: 1 
 

RESOLVED – to recommend acceptance of the closure of the phone boxes in Greytree  
and Gloucester Road but to object to the closure of one on The Avenue on the basis it 
is used more frequently. 
 

16/10#180 External Audit /Annual Return for Year Ending 31st March 2016. 
To receive and note the conclusion from the External Auditor’s certificate and opinion 
and confirm a copy of the Notice of Conclusion of Audit has been displayed. 
 
Members were advised that the External Audit had been signed off without 
qualification but that the Auditors wished to draw to the Members’ attention the 
following matters; 
 

 Accounting for Fixed Assets – Local Councils are required to account for fixed assets at 
purchase cost. It is necessary to restate the 2016 figure on the 2016/2017 Return. 

 The minutes of the meeting must demonstrate that the Annual Governance Statement 
was considered, approved and signed before the Accounting Statements 

 The Council should ensure it obtains a letter of engagement from its Internal Auditor 
stating their independence and outlining the tasks to be undertaken 

 
  Proposed: Councillor Mayo                                               Seconded: Councillor Bartrum 
  Unanimous 
 

RESOLVED – to receive and note the conclusion of the Audit for the year end March 
2016. 
 

16/10#181 UK City of Culture 2021 
To receive a verbal report from the Council’s nominated representative on the progress 
of the bid for Hereford. 
 
Members were informed of the cultural partnership that has been set up in 
Herefordshire to progress the bid which aims to provide a countywide benefit. There 
was a meeting in September in Ross which was well attended by a range of partner 
groups and organisers.  The creation of a cultural policy across the county is anticipated 
which will hopefully attract funding to improves facilities. This project offers a great 
opportunity for Ross to get involved to start working on ideas for the town. 
 
RESOLVED – to receive and note the report.                                                      
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16/10#182  Reports from official representatives on Outside Bodies 

To receive reports from Councillors appointed to represent the Town Council on the 
following bodies: 
 

i.    Association of Ross Traders Cllr C Bennett Special meeting this week 

ii.   Basement Youth Trust Cllr C Bartrum Nothing to report 

iii.  Betzdorf Twinning Association Cllr P Cutter Not present 

iv.  Board of the Community      
 Association 

Cllrs C Gray,  
P Cutter 

Everything going smoothly 

v.   Cinema Group Cllr J Hyde Plans in progress – no formal meeting 

vi.  Condé Twinning Association Cllr J Roberts Nothing to report  

vii.  Education Foundation Cllr H Lerego Meeting in October 

viii. Friends of St Mary's Cllr C Bartrum Nothing to report 

ix.   Market Towns Forum Cllrs D Ravenscroft,  
D Lister 

A lot of discussion about CAB and its 
partnering with other organisations. Road 
closure charges, disparate across the county. 
S106 Agreements – concern that time limits 
are expiring without monies being spent. City 
of Culture discussions. 

x.    Namutumba Twinning Association Cllr J Jennings Nothing to report   

xi.   Parochial Church Council Cllr R Mayo No meeting since last report   

xii.  Ross Charity Trustees Cllrs P Cutter, C Gray Nothing to report   

xiii. Ross Fairtrade Group Cllr C Bennett Nothing to report  

xiv. Ross Sports Club Cllr H Lerego, D Lister Nothing to report   

xv. Ross Tourism Association Cllr N Gibbs  Nothing to report   

xvi. Town Team Cllr C Utting Nothing to report 

xvii. Walkers are Welcome Cllr C Utting Walking Weekend went well, over 200 places 
booked. 

 

   RESOLVED – to receive and note the reports. 
 

 
8.30 pm Members of the Press and one member of the public left the meeting 
 

16/10#183 In view of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, it is likely that the 
press and public will be excluded during consideration of this item 

  (Item 16/10 # 152 above refers) 
  Commercial in Confidence 
  To receive a verbal report on outstanding leases in relation to the following; 

 
Market House   

 The Lease has been signed by the appointed councillors and confirmation is awaited that 
the Courtyard representatives have signed. 
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Crossfields – Ross Tennis Club 
Members considered the proposed amended Heads of Terms for the new lease and 
confirmed acceptance. A further report will be made to Council in due course once 
agreement has been confirmed. 
 
Proposed: Councillor Mayo                                          Seconded: Councillor Utting 
Unanimous 
 
RESOLVED – to approve proposed amended Heads of Terms as outlined in the written 
report. 
 
Allotments - no further progress to date 
 
Weather Station  
Members were informed that the discussion regarding repairing obligations for the mast 
are on-going. A further report with proposed Heads of Terms will be circulated in due 
course. 
 
RESOLVED – to receive the verbal reports and confirm acceptance of the proposed 
actions. 
 
 
 There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.40pm 
 
 

…………………………………………………  ………………………. 
Chairman     Date   


























