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Reactionto

THE news that The Chase Hotel in Ross-on-Wye
is to close in September was greeted with sadness
by many residents but there was also concern about
the housing development which will replace the
hotel.

The company which owns The Chase told the
Ross Gazette that they hope to have a detailed
planning application ready be submitted to Here-
fordshire Council in the summer so that, consent
permitting, redevelopment can start during the
latter part of the year. Initial plans have been
prepared which include building three blocks of
apartments which will be around 100/120 apart-
ments. Five detached houses will be built and the
original house will be restored and converted into
apartments. The scheme will include affordable
housing, as well as properties for sale and rent.

A drop-in event at the hotel from 2pm to 8pm
will take place on January 17th for anyone who
would like to view the plans and comment. Cama-
noe also have a website www.consultingyou.co.uk/
chasehotel if you are unable to attend, but wish to
make comments online.

Many people responded to the breaking news on
the Ross Gazette's Facebook page. Most remarked
that it was sad news for the town but others
recalled special family events such as weddings or
large parties such as the annual John Kyrle High
School prom. They also questioned where such
events would take place in Ross in the future.

Sue Harding said: “Had our wedding recep-
tion 50 yrs past.” Anne Wadeley added: “Such
a shame the_Chase has been part of Ross for so
many years, but there you go it’s a sign of the times
unfortunately.” Helen Rowberry said: “Aww no
such a shame! We've had many functions there!
Leavers ball, 25th wedding anniversary, birthdays,
weddings xx” and Susan Wilding said: “Needs
accessible bedrooms and a spa. Then it would be
a great prospect for holidays, breaks and functions.
Sad that it is being closed for redevelopment rather
than sold as a going concern.” Liz Wright said:
“That’s a shame. | guess the grounds will make
huge profits for houses and the building for apart-
ments. Takes the guts out of small towns.”
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The show will go
Chase closure gp thanks to Co-op

1 Ay e

~ Welcome to
Ross on Wye's Co-op

Pictured with Store Manager, Jason Edwards, are members of the

&

Community Panto, Jackie Savage, Victoria Craig as Cinderella and

Ugly Sister, John Harrington.

by Aliya Shibli

MEMBERS of staff at the Co-op in
Ross-on-Wye handed a £250 cheque
to The Community Panto group on
Monday, January 14th. The money
given to the local group came from
a community fund that the Co-op use
to help local groups and organisa-
tions in the community. The Co-op
local community fund gives money
to local organisations to fund projects
that help to bring people together and
make a difference. It was raised in
the store and came from the sales of
carrier bags and customers swiping

Housing for Young People Project
(SHYPP) charity.

Strong Young Minds is a Big
Lottery funded project designed to
improve the mental health and well-
being of young people in Hereford-
shire.

SHYPP provides 16 to 25 year
olds across Herefordshire with hous-
ing, training and employment oppor-
tunities. They also provide a range of
accommodation suitable for young
people at different stages of their
lives.

The Pantomime production has
a twist, and will be expressing the
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Sincere thanks
from volunteers

Dear Editor

Through your pages 1 would like
to pass on the sincere thanks of the
Thomas Blake Garden Volunteers
for all the support they have received
from the local community over the
last 12 months.

We have been very grateful to be
presented with generous cheques by
both the Rotary Club of Ross-on-
Wye and the Ross-on-Wye Horticul-
tural Society. '

The money is a big help and is
being used to buy equipment and
plants for the garden.

We have also been delighted to
welcome volunteers from Two Riv-
ers Housing on a couple of occa-
sions, who have done a wonderful
job painting railings and other street
furniture, and The Wye Valley and
Forest of Dean Mens’ Shed who
have refurbished three of the benches
here.

In addition to this, we have also
enjoyed having a visit from the Ross-
on-Wye Community Clean Up Crew,
and have had support from local
residents and donations of plants and
many compliments from those who
walk through the gardens.

If anyone is interested in volun-
teering with our friendly group we
meet (weather permitting), on Sun-
day mornings in the gardens.

Councillor Caroline Utting
Ross-on-Wye

Merrivale

meeting

Dear Editor
Further to my letter in the Ross
Gazerte on Wednesday, January 9th,
2019, regarding the fact that a Town
Council planning meeting was held
on December 18th, 2018, two days
prior to the due date people were
requested to submit their comments
on the Merrivale plans.

The kindest remark that could be
said about it, is that it was a fiasco.

Even if the comments on the plans
were not received until December
20th, there should still be a period

after that date to allow the public
to inspect them before the meeting
could be held. Whether it was the
planning officer or the council mem-
bers or both who arranged the date
of the meeting, their action could not
be seen as democratic and must be
regarded as an error.

Surely because of this situation the
whole thing should be deleted and
declared void, and a new meeting be
arranged as due democratic process
was not permitted to occur.

No discussion was allowed on
other items raised at the meeting, not
least that the original application was
for 22 houses.

Also, because of the opposition
to the siting of the entrance to the
site, a member of the planning team
suggested it could be moved further
down towards Alton Strect. In my
humble opinion, this would causes
even greater congestion. Any further
entrance from the site could cause
more danger to children walking to
and from schools up the lane adjacent
to the site was raised and appeared to
be accepted by the Chairman.

In my opinion any entrance onto
the site from Merrivale Lane is not
viable and consequently before any
planning permission for houses to
be granted the issue of the entrance
should be resolved.

David J Open
Ross-on-Wye

Editors note: as The Town Council
is only consulted by Herefordshire
Council on planning applications,
it has no decision-making power,
the dates of meetings can some-
times be an issue. Ross Town
Councillors have frequently asked
JSor more notice to allow them to
discuss and respond to an applica-
tion before the consultation process
closes.

The Chase Hotel

Dear Editor
If.any planning application needs to
be nipped in the bud before it shoots,
it is this one.

If the Town Council, and those
who represent us on Herefordshire
Council don’t oppose this as a body,
then in my humble opinion they

don’t have the town’s future at heart.

For decades Ross-on-Wye, and [ stress
Wye, a river that was, not too long ago,
given the accolade of the most scenic
and beautiful river in the country, and in
my lifetime 1 have seen many attractive
rivers.

This closure, headlined in your last
issuc must have shaken the minds of
many people, particularly locals. When |
moved here over 30 years ago, this hotel
had been the flagship of not just the town
but the area, for many years.

Before moving here Ross and The
Chase were synonymous with a thriving
tourist attraction and known up and down
the land. Are we to see this precious asset
disappear into oblivion.

More housing is needed, but not here,
and what kind of message does it send to
other hotels?

Their claims for closure are somewhat
weak in substance, ic visitors” preference,
other similar establishments seem to cope
well enough. Warners at Holme Lacey,
whilst a much larger company, do very
well and clearly know how to attract
visitors.

Whilst much smaller in area they have
similar features ic the buildings and the
Chasc has so much potential. As for
maintenance, it is always a factor and is
ongoing, as it is for any structure.

I know it is in its very early stages,
planning wise but in housing terms 11
acres is substantial and heaven knows
how many units will eventually be on
the site.

I will be most interested to read the
responses from your readers. With Brexit
in mind more people could be spending
their holidays closer to home.

Ken Downham
Ross-on-Wye

Minor Injuries

Unit closure

Dear Editor

Ross-on-Wye Community Hospital
Minor Injuries Units (MIU) is temporar-
ily closed due to winter pressures being
faced by the Trust.

According to the Trust, “The Hospital’s
MIUs, run by Wye Valley NHS Trust, has
been temporarily closed with immediate
effect for a brief period.

This will boost the resources at Here-
ford County Hospital's Accident and

Your Unnecess:
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Death in Broad Street

TRAFFIC in Broad Street, Ross-on-

Wye, was brought to a standstill at J

about 5pm, on Friday, January 18th
as emergency vehicles rushed to a flat

where an unconsious man had been .

reported.

The West Midlands Ambulance |-
Service told the Ross Gazette that |

they were called at 4.28pm and two
ambulances and a paramedic officer
attended. They discovered the patient,
a man, was dead. They requested that
the police attend the scene and several
officers and vehicles were seen to
arrive. One police vehicle had to drive
on the pavement in New Street and the
crew from an ambulance had to leave
their vehicle in the road as they were
unable to pass other traffic.

Apolice officer in Broad Streeton | 4

Friday evening

Chase Hotel development

Continued from page 1

LINDSAY Wise, another local res-
ident who has commented on the
developer’s own website, also con-
tacted the Gazette to say: “The draft
Ross Neighbourhood Development
Plan reflects many views of the
public and makes a great effort to
balance the needs of housing and
infrastructure development against
retaining the character and the attrac-
tiveness of Ross as a town which
people would want to visit. This pro-
posal flies in the face of many of the
statements made in the NDP. Even
though it is still only in a draft form,
I trust that the planning committee
will take its proposals and findings
into account and throw out this plan.”

She added: “T appreciate that some
development is probably inevitable
on the site, given that the present
owners are determined to close the
hotel. T am appalled at the scale of
what is being proposed. The impact
of between 100 and 120 flats in three,
three storey blocks as well as a few
houses on the Gloucester Road side
of the land will have a huge impact
on the infrastructure and ecology of
the area.”

Other residents also mentioned
the increase in traffic on Gloucester
Road, as the access to the develop-
ment will remain as it is at present.
Many people are already concerned
about the volume and speed of traffic
which passes along this road and the
neighbouring roads of Alton Street

and Chase Road and they told the f

Gazette they are worried about the
extra traffic generated at peak times.

Constance Edwards, who lives on £

Alton Street, has also written a letter
to the Gazerte expressing her wish
that the plans are rejected.

She said: “The Chase Hotel is
the only large venue in Ross
where important events can be held
with many meetings, conferences, |
fairs and balls held there. The open
space around the building also gives
the people of Ross some respite from
air and light pollution. The number
of new residences that are proposed
will add to these local problems.”

Melvin Reynolds from the Neigh-
bourhood Development Plan was at
the consultation. He said that in the
current draft plan for Ross, there are
five houses on the Gloucester Road
side and seven on the south side
of the site.
not included in the NDP and due to
the time scales the hotel owners are
hoping to achieve, it is unlikely that
the NDP will be finalised before the

planning committee.

Nicholas Tomlin commented on
the Ross Gazerte Facebook page:
“Local residents are working hard
to ensure their best interests - and
those of the town are taken into
consideration. Camanoe Estates can
expect a well organised and strong-
ly supported campaign against any
development which is detrimental to
the community.”

The new proposals are

+
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the top 5%

lor A-levels

hs, headteacher; is pictured with Rob Wallace, head of
Bethan Lambourn, deputy head of sixth form; Year 13
ler Griffiths; Adam Middlecote; Isla Kendall; Jenny Bell;
ibons Daisy Clements; Marcus Bailey; Barnaby Wardale;
Dperatlonal headteacher and David Potter, vice chair of

fiths of the school’s

isolation,

duct of a  success, Mary Ahem,
ironment  Chief Exccutive officer
irs know  of the A-Level Perfor-
rstudents mance Service wrote:
toral sup- “This is a fantastic
lents and  effort and well worth
> of cur- celebrating, keep up the
ortunities  good work.”

es allows . Mr Griffiths said he
appy and has sent information
' on John Kyrle’s A-lev-
[ Mr Grif- el success to partner

primary school head-
teachers. He said that
without the excellent
foundations gained at
primary school, stu-
dents would not be able
to flourish at secondary
school. He thanked all
primary school leaders,
governors and staff for
their excellent work in
supporting young peo-
ple in the community.

thave a story for the Ross Gazette?

- Email jo@rossgazette.com
proposal comes before the County _'

les Morgan Travel

in Agent for Saga

#nt for Saga Holidays we have a hy
cery year, Thelr huge portf
-', and all offering the same superb levél of zervice and attention 1o detail and at
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Boar ‘_no cause
for celebration’

THE advent of the
Chinese New Year
is in February:
this year is the
year of the Pig.
But for many
people in and
around Ross-on-
Wye, the rapid rise
in the number of feral
pigs and boar is no cause
for celebration.
These animals are a menace: they are very
big, very intelligent and often aggressive.
They invade property, damage fencing,
destroy farm crops and spread discase. Road
accidents are a serious potential hazard.
There are many hundreds of them, and
with the mild conditions their numbers are
bound to grow.
What is the point of expensive measures

t [ S

Chase Hotel

Dear Editor

PLANNING applications for change of use from
public houses to domestic structures are rarely
approved as councils regard pubs as essential local
amenities.

The amenities offered by The Chase Hotel are
infinitely greater than any supplied by pubs and it
is to be hoped that this application for change of
use will be rejected.

The Chase Hotel is the only large venue in
Ross-on-Wye where important events can be held
with many meetings, conferences, fairs and balls
held there.

The open space around the building also gives
the people of Ross-on-Wye some respite from air
and light pollution.

The number of new residences that are proposed
will add to these local problems. -

More effort should be put into making the hotel
and restaurant successful rather than closing The
Chase Hotel down. This will be an incalculable

loss to Ross-on-Wye.

Constance Edwards
Alton Street

E 'la.l...:..—:..—..:! Lmwes ASETY TAOATIITMIG rares eesesreess s oo
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A eulo_gy for
The Chase

Dear Editor,

[ WAS saddened to hear of the
impending closure of The Chase
Hotel. Ross will lose a vital amenity.

The Chase has played a key role in
the evolution of Chronos Technology
since we started using it regularly
some 15 years ago. This last year,
between staff and dircct booking
guests, we have used at least 250
beds. Some years it's been many
more.

For a start it’s a home-from-home
for many of our staff. In this Internet
enabled age, living close to onc’s
place of work is not a prerequisite.
We have home-office staff who trav-
¢l in, as and when required. They live
as far away as places like Shannon
in Ireland, Falmouth, Ipswich, Strat-
ford-upon-Avon, Southport, South-
ampton and Southend-on-Sea. For
them, the hospitality at the Chase
and the friendly greeting when they
check in will be a hard act to follow.

There is apparently a sort of room
bingo competition with some of our
staff having stayed in every bed-
room. One past staffer was cven
presented with a bottle of champagne
when he stayed for the last time after
his notice period.

Then we have all our business
visitors. We are based in the For-
est of Dean and have many guests
from far and wide who need to stay
over - collaborators, suppliers and
customers. For our overseas guests,
particularly those from the USA,
The Chase represents quintessential
English elegance when compared to
copy-and-paste, left-hand or right-
hand rooms from some global hotel
chain in a big city. When we host
training and masterclass sessions for
typically 12 delegates, it's a base
to gather in and enjoy the comfort
and conviviality of the bar before
dining either at The Chasc or in
Ross. Parking, which is a nightmare
in Ross, and difficult at the best of
times at other Ross hotels, is never a
problem at The Chase, however large
the group. The Chase always adds a
professional wrap to their experience
of visiting Chronos.

The Chase has also hosted us for
big functions. Back in 2011 we cele-
brated 25 years in business with over
120 staff and guests enjoying a splen-
did cvening in the function room.
Our traveling staff, their partners
and all our guests and their partners
stayed at The Chase. Guests includ-
ed senior engineers representing a
broad cross-section of the UK Tele-
com industry from BT, Orange/
EE, T-Mobile, 02 and Vodafone as
well as professional colleagues and
Academia. The Chase was the only
hotel for many miles around that
could offer a function room, beds and
ambiance to accommodate us.

My grateful thanks also goes to

Colin Parcell, who, as general man-
ager, has run The Chase since shortly
before we transferred our allegian-
ces. My condition for using The
Chase on a regular basis, agreed
with Colin in my office, was that
Colin would put a Guinness tap on
the bar. He did! He also sorted out
a spat when a house manager made
a fuss about the lounge menu being
served in the bar. This when we were
entertaining important guests from a
large corporate customer based in the
USA. Needless to say, we had our
way and Colin agreed to have a word
after my phone call the following
morning. Colin, 1 wish you well in
your next assignment.

The Chase. A home-from-home
for our staff, English elegance for our
overseas guests, big functions, bar
meals and Guinness. We will miss
you. RIP.

Charles Curry
Founder and Managing Director
Chronos Technology Ltd

Closure of MS
Support Group

Dear Editor

ON behalf of the Ross MS Support
Group 1 would like to let anyone
interested know that we have made
the decision to close the group.

Due to the lack of members and
volunteers, we have decided we can
no longer continue. We would like
to thank everyone who has supported
us over the last 17 - 18 years. It has
been much appreciated.

If anyone affected by MS in the
Ross area needs support or informa-
tion they can contact the Hereford
MS branch who will willingly help.
Thank you all once again.

Rosemary Tingle
Upton Bishop

Grave concerns
about Chase site

WE are gravely concerned by the
plans announced for the future
development of the historic Chase
Hotel and surrounding land.

The Core Plan for Ross makes
clear that this development must con-
form to the principles and policies
contained in the national guidelines
for Neighbourhood Development
Planning. In particular, The Chase
Hotel development must guarantee
the. protection, conservation and
enhancement of a valued habitat
including protected wildlife specics
in the Chase Hotel grounds (bats,
small mammals and birds).

The local NDP plan requires that
the development of the hotel must

\ Most read online stories this week

ensure the continuation and sustainabil-
ity of its open spaces and enhance their
intrinsic character and attractiveness.
The plan also mandates the development
of, and investment in, infrastructure and
amenities that will support the growth in
quality tourism in this beautiful part of the
Wye Valley.

The growing challenge from air pollu-
tion and carbon emissions will become
more severe with the building of the
planned 900 houses in and around Ross
that has already been granted. The addi-
tional congestion and pollution would be
particularly felt on the Gloucester Road,
Chase Road and Alton Street quadrant,
intensifying the increasingly dangerous
traffic flows on Alton Street that are
an ever-present threat to the health and
well-being of pedestrians (older people
and children especially) and nearby
residents.

Within the proposals, the plan to build
three 3-storey buildings housing 110 resi-
dential units of a height no less than the
main hotel building, together with the
construction of underground parking, will
be highly destructive to the surrounding
neighbourhood. The loss of this precious
green space within the town of Ross,
the increasing noise, negative impact on
wildlife, trees and shrubs and the pres-
sures imposed on drainage, sewage and
other infrastructure, will all greatly dam-
age the well being of the local and nearby
population.

The financial challenges for the owners
of The Chase Hotel are real and serious
but the proposals outlined highlight the
overwhelming costs to both hotel and the
community from the absence of a stra-
tegic plan to remedy inadequate, deteri-
orating infrastructure and the lack of an
integrated vision and plan for Ross and its
hotels, shops, housing, hospital, doctors
surgeries and other important facilities,
that will properly serve the growing popu-
Jation and increase the attractiveness of
Ross to visitors.

The Kendrys
Ross-on-Wye

Council
approval for
The Chase plans

Dear Editor

SUCH strong feelings are being expressed
by all but everyone should be prepared
for this County Council and Ross Town
Council to approve the development. The
Councils do not have much of a track
record in supporting views of their clec-
torate. But elections are coming. Find out
where your local councillors and county
councillors stand on this controversial
issue.

The owners clearly can’t make enough
money out of this hotel so it makes sense
for them to try and dispose of it and cap-
italise on the investment they have made
over the years - we would all do the same.

If the application is approved there is
no question it will add to the congestion
in the centre of Ross and we lose the
remaining green area.

[ wonder if all efforts to sell it to hotel
groups have been cxhausted? Or nursing
homes etc? -

Mv danehter’s wedding was at The

locking roads, making Ross even
undesirable for visitors and residents.

We need the support services
infrastructure before more housing
residents.

Everyone is aware this town n
more school capacity, doctors, suj
markets and town centre refurbishmes
anyone looked at the state of the builc
above Mountain Warchouse/Boots la
- a disgrace).

Ross central is a mess in the Are:
Outstanding Natural Beauty - how
it got this way? Who has been runi
Ross?

It's amazing that the Ross neighb
hood development plan is still mo
away from being completed.  The 1
is so important and it’s worth nc
that the council have already sugge
housing on The Chase site in the
NPD as reported in Ross Gazette Jan
23rd, page 3.

We don’t need more housing ac
modation for “out of our area” Hol
Associations. We need to see |
imagination and analysis of the to
requirements. This development
not add anything to Ross-on-Wy
improve the increasingly shabby ap
ance of Ross town centre.

Doug S
Weston under Per

Merrivale
development

Dear Editor

Further to my previous two letters r
ing the confusion of the dates

the public announcements reg
the Council meeting dates, 1 have
informed by Councillor Caroline
that there should be at least four
space between the meeting dates a

.comments submitted to the Council

This means that the date the cor
should have been submitted shoul
been no later than December 14th
meeting to be held on December
and therefore the date given to the
for publication of December 20t
an error!

I understand Councillor Paul Sy
has suggested that the entrance
development should be positioned
South Eastern corner of the site, p
ably adjacent to the path where ¢
will have to cross the road to go
path to the school and then hav
tional danger from the traffic leav
development entrance.

Also, 1 would point out th
entrance would be only approx
50 yards from the cntrance road
serves the 50 odd properties goi
Blake Avenue and a little furthe
the entrance comes down from [
Way.

However, I am sure the road:
highway departments will consi
advise the planning officer of any
and safety issues, because of th
proximity of these entrances, be
makes a decision regarding the p
application.

David .
Ross-

Jesse Norman'’s
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A eulogy for
The Chase

Colin Parcell, who, as general man-
ager, has run The Chase since shortly
before we transferred our allegian-
ces. My condition for using The
Chasec on a regular basis, agreed

ensure the continuation and sustainabil-
ity of its open spaccs and enhance their
intrinsic character and attractiveness.
The plan also mandates the development
of, and investment in, infrastructure and

locking roads, making Ross even mor
undesirable for visitors and residents.

We need the support services and
infrastructure before more housing and
residents.

bt Eetiet—ar e Chase or

Ross. Parking, which is a nightmare
in Ross, and difficult at the best of
times at other Ross hotels, is never a
problem at The Chase, however large
the group. The Chase always adds a
professional wrap to their experience
of visiting Chronos.

The Chase has also hosted us for
big functions. Back in 2011 we cele-
brated 25 years in business with over
120 staff and guests enjoying a splen-
did evening in the function room.
Our traveling staff, their partners
and all our guests and their partners
stayed at The Chase. Guests includ-
cd scnior engineers representing a
broad cross-section of the UK Tele-
com industry from BT, Orange/
EE, T-Mobile, O2 and Vodafone as
well as professional colleagues and
Academia. The Chase was the only
hotel for many miles around that
could offer a function room, beds and
ambiance to accommodate us.

My grateful thanks also goes to

anzith ol

Upton Bishop

Grave concerns
about Chase site

WE are gravely concerned by the
plans announced for the future
development of the historic Chase
Hotel and surrounding land.

The Core Plan for Ross makes
clear that this development must con-
form to the principles and policies
contained in the national guidclines
for Neighbourhood Development
Planning. In particular, The Chase
Hotel development must guarantee
the. protection, conservation and
enhancement of a valued habitat
including protected wildlife species
in the Chasc Hotel grounds (bats,
small mammals and birds).

The local NDP plan requires that
the development of the hotel must

on-Wye

Most read online stories this week

1. Emergency services called to Broad Street

2. Ross-on-Wye stationery shop is closing

3. Death of much loved Ross lady

4. Councillor recovering from emergency surgery

5. Closure of The Chase Hotel sparks huge reaction in Ross-

Council
approval for
The Chase plans

Dear Editor

SUCH strong feelings are being expressed
by all but everyone should be prepared
for this County Council and Ross Town
Council to approve the development. The
Councils do not have much of a track
record in supporting views of their clec-
torate. But elections are coming. Find out
where your local councillors and county
councillors stand on this controversial
issue.

The owners clearly can’t make enough
money out of this hotel so it makes sense
for them to try and dispose of it and cap-
italise on the investment they have made
over the years - we would all do the same.

If the application is approved there is
no question it will add to the congestion
in the centre of Ross and we lose the
remaining green arca.

I wonder if all efforts to sell it to hotel
groups have been exhausted? Or nursing
homes etc? '

My daughter’s wedding was at The
Chase over a decade ago and 1 have
attended many events over the years.
However, 1 do object to the proposed
residential development plans.

Councillors please bear in mind all the
many hundreds of houses surrounding
Ross in development or planning stages
which will bring thousands more adults
and children requiring services and grid-

and therefore the date given to the presss
for publication of December 20th was-
an error!

I understand Councillor Paul Symonds
has suggested that the entrance to they
development should be positioned in the
South Eastern corner of the site, presum- f
ably adjacent to the path where childrens
will have to cross the road to go up they
path to the school and then have addi-
tional danger from the traffic leaving the.
development entrance. H

Also, | would point out that this®
entrance would be only approximately
50 yards from the entrance road which|
serves the 50 odd propertics going into:
Blake Avenue and a little further along '
the entrance comes down from Princess |
Way.

However, | am sure the roads and a|
highway departments will consider and
advise the planning officer of any danger
and safety issues, because of the close
proximity of these entrances, before he
makes a decision regarding the planning
application.

David J. Open
Ross-on-Wye

Jesse Norman’s
letter

Dear Editor

OUR Member of Parliament’s letter that
was published in the last issue of the Ross
Gazette encourages me to comment that
mankind is the greatest threat to man-



the ChaSe Hotel w

THE Mayor of Ross-
on-Wye, Harry Bram-
er, a Town and County
Councillor, as well as a
business man who owns
and runs wedding ven-
ues, is calling on the
owners of the Chase
Hotel, Camanoe Estates
Ltd to rethink their
plans to close and rede-
velop the hotel site. And
he wants residents who
think that the Chase
Hotel should be saved to
Join in him a campaign
to persuade the owners
to change their minds.
Councillor Bramer
told the Ross Gazette
that since this paper
broke the news on Jan-
uary 9th that the Chase

+
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Campaign to save

Hotel is to close in Sep- Harry Bramer is spearheading a campaign to save the Chase Hotel
tember 2019 his post from redevelopment as housing

bag has swelled with

letters from local resi-

dents deeply concerned about the potential loss of
the Hotel as a local valued asset.

He said: “To me and to those that have written
to me — it is unthinkable that the Hotel be allowed
to close — and as the Mayor of Ross — I consid-
er it my duty to take exception with the current
owners Camanoe Estates Limited when they say
‘changing visitor preferences, coupled with high
costs of upkeep have made it impossible to trade
profitably’, *

He added: “1 would point out that these are my
personal thoughts and not those of Herefordshire
Council or its Cabinet or Ross Town Council
where I am currently its Mayor.”

The 36 Bedroom Chase Hotel has in recent
years become iconic for this town — being at the
very Gateway to The Wye and Cllr Bramer said:
“To lose it to redevelopment would be staggering-
ly detrimental for this town.”

He thinks a better option might be to seek a

change of ownership to enable the hotel to become
a major player as a “destination” hotel in the Wye
Valley. However, he told the Gazerte that he is
not planning on becoming the new owner himself,

ClIr Bramer told the Ross Gazette: “The Local-
ism Act — under which Camanoe Estates Limited
will be recording their consultation with the resi-
dents of Ross regarding the closure of the Chase
Hotel does give me a further suggestion that we
in Ross might investigate the possibility that the
hotel be added to the list of Assets of Community
Value — so that if closed and threatened with dis-
posal — the community will be informed and given
the opportunity to have a say in its future.”

He issued a rallying call for residents who
want the Chase Hotel to be saved to contact him.
He said: “Please do not think that all is lost — if
yau feel as I do that The Chase Hotel should be
saved as an hotel and for the town of Ross on
Wye — please feel free to write to me at The Corn
Exchange - and let’s see what we can do.”

The owners of the Chase Hotel
published a report following the con-
sultation they held in January which
was attended by over 160 people and
70 completed comment forms were
returned.

The biggest concern raised was
about the potential loss of the hotel
as a locally valued facility. The next
most common issue of concern was
the impact of extra vehicles on local
roads. :

Some people commented on the
scale of the development and the site

is clearly valued by nearby residents
for its wildlife and ecology.

One aspect that attracted a number
of comments was about the effect of
possibly overloading local services,
notably doctors and schools.

At the same time, some people
were very positive about the pro-
posals and a few even expressed an
interest in purchasing a property if
the development proceeds.

The full report (with all comments)
is available on the project website:
consultingyou.co.uk/chasehotel

DON'T MISS

New use for
former NatWes’

Bx Jo Scrivin

EVER since the NatWest Bank branch
closed in Ross-on Wye last year, specula
been rife about what this prestigious build
centre of town, could be used for.

Many suggestions have been made
a strip club or a charity shop. How
thought it would make an ideal lo
McDonalds and several people hy
understood that it was being bought
ny which runs the popular Estero |
mouth, as well as several other -
the country.

The Ross Gazerte contacted L
pany which runs Estero Lounge
Assistant told the Gazette that
is not us.”

The Gazette also contacter
told that they have not pu
purchase the former Natwe
person said: “I can conf
rumour I'm afraid.”

However, they did ns
idea that the company i
site in the area,

They said: “Ross-r
of areas being consi
drive restaurant. If+
new restaurant wo
community as we'
and part-time job
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smile when they see us and they help each
other with the work.

They work with all the animals, but I think
they like us best as we are so friendly and
gentle. Would you like to come and visit us?

Find out more on our website http://
www.orchard-trust.org.uk/learning-centre/
smallholding/

Siobhan Clifford
West Midlands Regional Fund-raiser
Diabetes UK

" Free parking day

Dear Editor
I READ, with interest, your article in the Ross

shire Council to agree to four hours free parking in
the County, on Saturday, February 9th, but I think
any conclusions from it will be very limited for the
following reasons:

I. It did not appear to be well publicised in
advance - for such an event such as this, adequate
advance advertising is a must.

1 only knew because I have signed up to info, by
e-mail, from Herefordshire Council

[ then took it upon myself to send a website link

LN TR T | AP, LSNP . DIGU | . SN I PR

Chase Hotel Closure

IT will be a very, very sad day for Ross-on-Wye
when the Chase Hotel closes it’s doors. It's the
main hotel in Ross for functions and the thought of
it being replaced with housing makes me feel sad
and annoyed. The Chase Hotel is Ross-on-Wye!!

Nuala’s notes Gazette of February 13th regarding the free park- Robert Brain
’ ing event.
It was a well intentioned exercise by Hereford- Council T ax incre ase

FOR most of us this equates to a pay cut as wages
won’t be increasing, a very sad blow to the hard
working person.

Sharon Hodges

THE important bit people need to read - “Central
government’s Revenue Support Grant has reduced
from £60.Im in 2010/11 to £0.6m in 2019/20,

forcing Herefordshire Conneil to deliver £90m of

who come 1o the Day Centre Will Sweep our WIETC UIaOeTes var oo ro- - el et A
all the old straw, clean the floor and fil it To sign up, just visit www.diabetes.org.uk/

up with lovely new fresh-smelling bedding. swim22. There is no registration fee and no min- e

I like the Day Centre people, they always imum sponsorship. Onllne comments
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Brexit

VERY soon Par-
liament  will—at
last—have to
make its mind up
on Brexit. The
Prime Minister
has set out a
timetable: a vote
on the Withdraw-
al Agreement by
March 12th (with a
reported Labour amend-
ment in favour of a second referendum);
a vote on whether the UK should press
ahead without a deal on the 13th; and a vote
on a possible “limited extension” to Article
50 on the 14th.

There are too many different possibil-
ities to explore here. But several things
are clear. First, if it comes to it, Parlia-
ment as a whole is very likely to vote
for some form of extension rather than
allow a no-deal Brexit.
Secondly, the different groupings opposed
to the Withdrawal Agreement are having
to recognise this political reality. If the
Labour party is determined to scupper Brex-
it, it risks being severely punished by voters.
Equally, no-deal Brexiteers are having to
face the serious possibility that if they vote
against, then Brexit may not take place at all.
Thirdly, if there is genuine movement on the
proposed backstop, then Parliament is likely

to support the Withdrawal Agreement.

It is famously true of the EU that they
never agree any deal until the very last

 moment. We are close to that point, so we
must see what they have to offer.

My own view remains the same. The
Withdrawal Agreement provides a sen-
sible basis for a future long-term rela-
tionship with the EU, especially if the
backstop is amended. And a second ref-
erendum, which in effect re-ran the
vote in 2016, would be highly unwise.
A no-deal Brexit would almost certainly
be extremely painful in the short term. But
the possibility of no-deal has very usefully
focused minds both at home and in the EU.

As | have seen, it is highly unlike-
ly that we would have seen the
rapid recent improvement in Brex-
it preparations on the other
s ide of the Channel without it.
But the key point is surely this. People are

Stop The Chase

re-development

Dear Editor
I WAS shocked to learn of the current owners’
plans to close The Chase Hotel for redevelopment.

I agree with the Mayor of Ross, Councillor
Harry Bramer when he says that The Chase Hotel
could “achieve the status of a leading destination
hotel”. -

Councillor Harry Bramer suggested that the
current owners could apply to the local planning
authority for the erection of a Spa facility, ‘which
would provide such facilities for hotel guests as
well as residents of Ross and, if prepared sympa-
thetically, rival others in other nearby towns.’

I also agree with Councillor Harry Bramer’s
suggestion to increase the number of bedrooms.
He said: “Some say that 36 bedrooms is not
enough to make ends meet, since at peak times the
revenue taken is not enough to offset the quieter
times.

“I would also suggest to the owners that to apply
for planning permission for a further 20 (incred-
ibly well appointed) new bedrooms is something
that the planners and the town would be delighted
to see.”

There is so much concern by local residents
about the possible closure of The Chase Hotel, and
I certainly feel very strongly about this.

1 hope that those who do have concerns voice
their opinions and make them known to the Mayor,
the planners and anyone who could possibly influ-
ence the decision,

Mrs Joyce Thomas
Ross-on-Wye

Nature will be lost

Dear Editor

A FEW evenings ago, with dusk falling fast, I
heard the unmistakable, hauntingly beautiful call
of a tawny owl among the trees that fringe the
eleven acre Chase Hotel grounds.

If the proposed development plan is allowed to
go ahead (Ross Gazette, January 9th), the natural
habitat will be reduced to just two acres of what
is described as ‘open parkland’ including some
‘specimen, indigenous trees’.

Unless action is taken to reverse this proposal
a significant slice of nature iri the middle of Ross
Town will be lost - forever.

Jon Wise
Ross-on-Wye
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Chase Hotel not
in Town Plan

Wednesday March 13th 2019

By Jo Scrivin

IPLANS for development at The Chase Hotel
almost derailed progress of the Neighbourhood
Development Plan (NDP) for Ross-on-Wye.
Although the site was originally included in the
INDP it was for a much lower housing allocation
than the owners, Camanoe Estates Ltd, have
revealed they intend to apply to Herefordshire
ouncil for planning permission for.

Melvyn Reynolds, the Chair of Ross-on-Wye
own Council’s Neighbourhood Plan Steering
Group, told members of Ross Town Council that
because the final stage of the Plan, which it is
hoped to reached by autumn of this year, involves
a Referendum, it was decided to remove the Chase
Hotel and the surrounding land from the Plan.

The NDP, which will form the blueprint for

ture development in Ross, has now been passed
to Herefordshire Council for their checks, before
it goes out for the final consultation.

Mr Reynolds told the Councillors that original-
ly the Steering Group decided to leave the Chase
Hotel site, with the larger number of dwellings, in
the Plan, but during February the group became
aware ‘that within the town there was considera-

ble disquiet about the proposals involving closure
of The Chase Hotel.”

He explained: “Because the final stage of the
NDP approval process involves a Referendum
(approve the Plan — or not) it was judged that the
risks of overall failure were too great if the site
is included. This decision was reached in spite of
rehearing the risks of the Plan being silent about
the site. The plan submitted to Herefordshire
Council therefore makes no mention of The Chase
Hotel or the surrounding land.”

After the next consultation all comments will
again be addressed, after which the NDP is sub-
mitted for Examination by an external planning
expert; again any requests for changes must be
made. After which the final Plan enters the pre-ref-

" erendum period of a further six weeks. Depending

how many comments are made through those pro-
cesses the Referendum is now expected in early
autumn 2019.

Councillor Nigel Gibbs said: “It is regrettable
that there have had to be last minute changes, but

the Plan does give a vision for the future of Ross.”
The Town Council voted to accept the plan.

Also at the Town Council meeting a member
of the public, Caroline Hopkins, asked for clarifi-
cation about the wording of the petition which is
being circulated around the town.

The Mayor passed around a copy of the petition,
which asks people to sign if they believe the Chase
Hotel should be saved from redevelopment as flats
but should remain as an hotel and an asset to Ross.

Another member of the public, Joyce Thomas,
who has been collecting signatures on the petition,
asked the Town Councillors if they would say
whether they back the development or not. She
said a lot of residents feel very strongly abut the
Chase and it has been a focal point to many occa-
sions enjoyed by local people.

Councillor Jane Roberts said: *We cannot pre-
empt the decision making process by giving an
opinion before an application has been made and
is discussed by the Council.”

Ready for World Book Day
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THE ROSS GAZETTE’S
CHARITY OF THE

< YEAR 2019 <&

New Start Cat Rescue is a non-profit organisation

who help rescue unwanted cats and kittens of any

age, and where they can, find suitable homes for
any that come into their care.  08g

The charity relies on donations, whether financial,

or items such as blankets, towels, wet or dry cat
29 food. &9

The Ross Gazette is a drop off point for any
donations people would like to make.

Please bring donations to the office; 54a Broad
Street, Ross-on-Wye, Herefordshire HR9 7DY.
Any cheques should be made payable to
New Start Cat Rescue.

&}&Resm . oxo oxo
4 Ross Gaselle
P .. ..

t: 07510 134805

Stopping
Chase plans

by Aliya Shibli

JOYCE Thomas and Marie Ward were out and
about in Ross-on-Wye on Thursday, February
28th, gathering support for Councillor Harry
Bramer’s campaign to protect The Chase Hotel
from redevelopment. In an hour, they received
149 signatures.

Councillor Harry Bramer told the Ross Gazeite:
“] am at a loss to understand the proposed closure
of the Chase Hotel for the reasons stated by the
directors of Camanoe Estates Limited, namely, the
change in customer preferences and the high cost
of running the business.”

The Chase Hotel accounts filed are non audited
and are abbreviated; a balance sheet shows that
the company was incorporated in 1962. Councillor
Bramer said that the last accounts filed were to
March 31st, 2018 and a loss was made of £60,000
after depreciation of £51,000. Thus, the loss prior
to depreciation was £9000. Its net asscts were
£3.4m, consisting of freehold property of £1.4m,
and investment property of £470,000 and a loan to
a connected company (Alan Porter Ltd) of £1.4m.

Councillor Bramer said: “In summary, the com-
pany, with a loss of just £9000, is perfectly viable
and the company is certainly asset rich. Having
looked at this publicly available information I can
see no justification for closing the hotel.”

Councillor Bramer set up an online petition
on Monday, March 1 1th to continue the effort to
save The Chase Hotel from redevelopment. It can
be found here: https:/www.change.org/p/cama
noe-estates-limited-save-the-chase-hotel-ross-on-
wye-6e5ded5a-d185-40fa-ab%e-dd341 7822193 7re
cruiter=941304088&utm_source=share_peti
tion&utm _medium=copylink&utm_cam
paign=share_petition
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Mental health crisis

Dear Editor

THE recent national focus on Mental Health has
led local charitable group, Herefordshire Disability
United, to arrange a series of meetings to examine
what is happening locally. The plan is for these
meetings to be wide ranging from issues such as
the stigma of mental health, the affect it may have
on employment, difficulties in accessing benefits,
and how to find independent advice.

The Charity has identified a number of local
and voluntary groups who are doing excellent
work in their own field but there seems to be no
overall strategy for support in the County.

The first meeting aims to comprehensively
identify what provision exists at present, not sim-
ply the services provided by the NHS, but support
activities, advice, sign-posting and social care
will form the basis to identify a way forward to
improve services and support within the County
which individuals and families can access.

If anyone feels that they have experiences they
would like to share, representatives of groups
working in this field or are simply an interested
party and would like to come along to the first
morning meeting on March 20th, 10:30am at
Hinton Community Centre please contact Sylvie
Nicholls.

Telephone 07817 473813 or email sylvia.
nicholls@btinternet.com

Online comments
Brexit debate

YES lets all vote to lose our jobs! Lets all lose
our mortgages. Project fear is project reality. Ask
Honda, Nissan and Toyota. Nationalism is covert
fascism.

John Price

Climate change

A LEAFLET came through my door the other
day, mostly using the phrase ‘we demand’. Odd
phrase to use if seeking change from power. It is
my experience that appeals are better conducted

via rational argument that gains popular support,
culminating in a request hard to resist. Or, failing
this, using elections and hustings preceding them
to discuss and persuade in a civilised manner.

Screeching until you turn blue, or red, or green
on the spot appears the new black and white. It
shouldn’t work, but often does, mainly because
of the calibre of those supposedly in positions
of leadership, who will always opt for the easy
option, and to avoid getting ears bashed is to con-
cede to those making the most noise.

Also, to maintain using draconian antics exploit-
ing supposedly well-meaning and too often vague
new legislation in the hands of those more comfy
with the letter than spirit of laws.

And a media estate consumed by ‘human inter-
est’ at best, and heat over light ratings at less
ethical. One such that concerns me greatly is the
use of the young, either as rallying icons or, more
cynically, as direct advocacy figurcheads on the
soapbox.

Who could, or would dare to challenge a child?
Well, where necessary, the young do need to be
met on equal terms, especially when there is a
suspicion their youth is a front for those less young
but with much older agendas.

| have some unpleasant experience with this
having been advised by my kids™ pragmatic teach-
ers that a woefully inaccurate AQA text was best
addressed on two competing fronts: a) to pass the
exam, b) to actually be educated accurately in class
in tandem to compete well informed in a global
market. Wasteful and unfair,

I have a science and engineering background
enough to look at facts objectively, or at least in a
way to seck out and assess more trustworthy expert
input. | also worked in the field of advertising and
marketing long enough to be able to see an agenda
being pushed over when substance is lacking.
And having experienced parenthood with toddlers,
youth, teens and young adults long enough to see
what wonders can be worked when healthy minds
are applied and sensibly guided.

‘Rebellion” has connotations that make my
historical antennae twitch, especially as words
from past eras make an unwelcome return, to push

agendas and suppress or censor counter view. Of

course debates can and should thrive at all times,
but on matters of policy, elections every few years

is where they get resolved democratically. I have
personal doubts on the value of endless petitions,
marches, polls, etc, but they are part of a long
history of free speech and form all that goes into
democratic process.

More positively, as | tour and present at schools
and colleges, it is a privilege and inspiration to see
young minds grasp what is possible and get motiv-
ated to take promising avenues further forward, by
doing productive, innovative stuff. These are who
will build their own future and take ownership of
it. Simply shouting the odds and waving lazy ban-
ners comes across as the preserve of the bitter and
failed bully sector, with sheep dutifully tagging
along. These are my views and may be agreed
with, ignored or challenged.

Peter Martin

Town Council budget

TOWN Council can we have a published break
down of these running costs to see what is costing
the money on each of these assets please?

Caroline Hopkins

Illegal parking

IT’S up to Aldi and Heretordshire Council to make
the road markings clear here. They have failed to
do that so far. And lots of people know that the
yellow lines were illegally installed by Aldi origin-
ally - and thus continue to park there, despite the
Council sorting things out on the legal front. What
a pity that those who paint the lines couldn’t do a
better job, because the white parking bay lines are
still visible.

Richard Hankins

Chase Hotel petition

I WORKED at The Chase Hotel many years ago
and | agree with the Mayor that the hotel should be
saved from closure because a lot of events over the
years have been made at this venue.

Peter Scott
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The Chase Hotel

Dear Editor,
I'm clearly one of many people who
are still incredulous at the recent rev-
elations regarding the future of the
Chase Hotel.

A prime site within the heart of the
beautiful Wye Valley with so much
further potential. Indeed, minimum
requirement of a modern leisure and
spa facility, with proper upgrade of
accomodation would, in the scheme
of things, appear more than obvious.
Any self respecting hotelier group
would no doubt ensure this happened
and quickly.

However, this should have hap-
pened long ago within the tenure
of the current owners who it would
seem have cynically held the Chase
as a landbank, captive from its rich
potential over a very long period.
We are told the hotel is uneconomic
to continue. Conveniently, likely to
be true if it has been starved of tar-
geted investment. I’ve not seen any
evidence of attempts to sell the hotel
to a forward looking hotel group. Of
course not. That would be the best
future for the hotel, its staff and Ross.
I wonder why it is not currently on
the market?

Those readers with a long memory
will recall a far earlier attempt to
develop this treasured Ross green-
space by installing a Waitrose super-
market at the bottom of the parkland.
Chaseside residents will especially
recall that episode. That would cer-
tainly have been the thin end of the
wedge.

To even the most casual observer,
it would appear a fairly breathtaking
attempt to totally exploit and asset
strip a much loved and needed Ross
landmark which, Mayor Harry Bram-
er and many others have descrbed
as an absolutely clear ‘Community
Asset’. 1 think the move to firmly
establish this position is 'worthy of
wide support. 3

I hope last week’s news that the
proposed development is outside the
local plan will prove to have some
enduring significance. As if, given
the large number of houses approved
and about to appear on the eastern
edge of Ross, we suddenly need this
central area choked with develop-
ment and vehicles purely for local
developers’ gain, absolutely defies
belief. Because we don’t need this.
Nor, quite obviously, does the Chase
Hotel.

Roger Hanson, Ross-on-Wye

Ross without
The Chase

Dear Editor
I write to add my thoughts to the
growing opposition to the posposed
alarming changes to the Chase Hotel
and grounds.

Apartment buildings, houses and

the conversion of the hotel into apart-
ments -such a bad idea.

It was once that The Chase was the
place to go, and it could be again. We
need to find people with flair, money
and expertise in hotel management
to transform the hotel, which we all
love, into a reivigorated, dynamic,
lively and lovely place to spend time,
possibly with spa facilities which
would be available not only to guests
but also to local people. What a love-
ly thought.

What a great visitor attraction
bringing new life to the town. The
alternative is a big increase in popu-
lation who will put added strain on
our already stretched services, such
as the GPs, schools and, with the
inevitable increase in cars, the roads.
Plus the removal of the huge asset of
The Chase. Ross without The Chase
is unthinkable.

Mrs T Williams, Ross-on-Wye

Festival cele-

bration

Dear Editor,

I have this past weekend attended
and greatly enjoyed the events laid
on by CreateRoss’s Festival of Music
and Arts.

Friday night saw The Mighty
Pledge soul band at The Venue wow
us with their classic 60’s repertoire.
On Saturday the Orchestra of the
Swan delighted us with a varied pro-
gramme of classical music. Sunday
afternoon at St. Mary’s saw The
DaSilva Marionette Circus Troupe
entertain with their vintage puppets,
which was particularly appreciated
by my granddaughters!

Finally, at the Prospect, the Ross
“Museum without Walls” was
unveiled. This, by way of clever
digital technology, enabled us to see
what the old fountain at the Pros-
pect looked like in its pomp on our
iPhones and tablets.

A massive thanks to all the people
and volunteers involved — you know
who you are! You are all people who
are ‘doers’ and organisers and your
hard work helps to make Ross the
great place that it is.

I hope that this event goes from
strength to strength in future years.

Chris Bartrum, Ross-on-Wye

Marvelous

event

Dear Editor,
May we use your columns to con-
gratulate the organisers of the Ross
Festival of Music & Arts on the won-
derful concert given in the Venue by
the Orchestra of the Swan, a thor-
oughly enjoyable evening, A great
treat for Ross to have such a presti-
gious orchestra playing for us.

Well done and keep fingers crossed

—M
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Letters to the Editor

Send your views about local issues

Spring brings
new arrivals

1 AM really excited
and a bit nervous
because my baby is

almost due. When
s[ lie quietly in the
traw [ can feel
the kicking inside

me' -

One of the sheep
has got in_ first
though and I can see
her lamb jumping around in the big field.
Lambs are wonderful jumpers but goats are
better, we are built for it!

The big news this month is the birthday
party they had; I've never seen so many
people here. Orchard Trust, where I live, was
30 years old and lots of friends, old and new,
‘came to celebrate.

There was a huge cake with bright orange

IR, RS " L 13K i, ¥ R U

The Chase Hotel

Dear Editor

IN his excellent letter last week, Roger Hanson
outlined reasons for concern about the impact on
the town and wider community of the proposed
plans for the Chase Hotel site. You would have
hoped that the current owners would have appre-
ciated that the Chase Hotel has been an iconic
feature of the town for generations and has become
synonymous with Ross itself.

It is hard to believe that if offered for sale it
would not attract the interests of enterprising hotel-
iers nationwide. The owners have opted for a more
lucrative collaboration with property developers.
Unfortunately it appears that the spirits of John
Kyrle and Thomas Blake are not influencing
actions and that financial gain is taking precedence
over any philanthropy that might have dictated a
more community-minded strategy.

(A petition opposing the proposed plans is avail-
able to sign at Miles Morgan Travel Agents).

James J Williams
Ross-on-Wye
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Letters to the Editor

Send your views about local issues

[ 54a Broad Street, Ross-ol

@ editorial@rossgazette.com

The Editor welcomes letters on any t
Please restrict letters to about 200
and address ev

House of
Commons in
uncharted
political
territory

AS 1 write this on
the evening of Mon-
day, April Ist, the
House of Com-
mons stands in
uncharted polit-
ical territory.
Terra Incognita,
as they used to
say on the maps.
Backbench  MPs
have again taken control
of the parliamentary agenda for “indicative
votes’.

The Speaker has granted four out of a total
of eight tabled proposals that are to be voted
on. These are a Customs Union; “Common
Market 2.0” (a rebadged version of the
so-called Norway option, which would mean
membership of EFTA and the European
Economic Area); a “confirmatory vote™
and “Parliamentary supremacy” (meaning
a delay and then either no deal or the revo-
cation of Article 50). The Labour party has
said it will support Common Market 2.0.

If any of these motions succeeds, on
Wednesday there will be legislation, again
drawn from the backbenches, to enact it.

And if that does end up actually happen-
ing, this country will be in an extraordinary
place: a democratically elected Government,
elected on a manifesto commitment to deliv-
er a Brexit which is outside the Single Mar-

Lot nnd Mactases Tlainm  —— B R

Sale is good business

Dear Editor,
ANOTHER week another letter criticising the
Chase Hotel plans.

Surely if the current owners wish to sell up that
is their decision. It happens every day in cities
and towns across the country; it’s called ‘good
business’

Just because it is a hotel in Ross it scems to
deem it against the rules of the land. It is what
companies do; make a profit and move on, just like
the moaners should do themselves.

Ross will survive as it always does. In years to
come, you will look back and wonder what all the
fuss was about.

Tony Hodges
Ross-on-Wye

Extra day for waste

Dear Editor,
I UNDERSTAND that the recycling centre in Ross
is now open on Mondays (in addition to the usual
Thursday, Saturday and Sunday) for a trial period.
There seems to be little publicity about this, and
I think it would be helpful if there was an article in
the Ross Gazefte about this. I understand that this
is for a trial period only, and if not enough people
use the facility, it is in danger of discontinuation
at some point.

Judy Connop Price
Ross-on-Wye

Editor’s note:

THE Ross Gazette has published several articles
in print and online regarding the campaign for
the extra opening times at the Waste Recycling
Centre in Station Approach. In October, 2018
and November, 2018 we reported that former
Mayor, Joyce Thomas, had been supported in
this campaign by the Mayor of Ross-on-Wye.

our already beleaguered public services. Tl
between rich and poor is growing and it’s
rich, out of touch politicians who are gai
our future for their own profits and ruthless s
terest.

But there is still a way out. Over 5.9 1
people have already signed a petition to -
Article 50, taking the risk of a catastrophic 1
Brexit off the table. Two million people, acc
to police estimates, marched in London on
day, March 23rd to ask for a say on the fin:
This is how democracy works. It’s a proces
point in time and it’s high time we took bat
trol from our feckless, squabbling minorit
ernment and the DUP who are underpinning

Revoking Article 50 gives us time to dec
a nation what we want to happen next an
kind of Brexit, if any, is best for Britain. |
us time to heal the massive, heart-breaking
that the vote has caused in our communiti
even within families, and it gives us time
the Fascism and Islamophobia that is ri
Britain and driving the debate into the re:
racism and hatred.

If you agree, go to https://petition.parliar
and search for Revoke Article 50.

Na
address s

Price of

convenience

Dear Editor
I HAVE recently returned from travel
Cornwall and Devon and where you woulc
to pay for everything I did not come acr
public toilet that I had to pay to gain acce
here in Ross there appears to be no action t
to free entry.

I regularly take my dog down to the ri
constantly see visitors walking away look
tated from the loos in Wye Street withou

oninad nrnace  acmaniallis iF thas hava .
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Concerns that The Chase
Hotel cannot be protected

by Aliya Shibli

AT Ross Town Council’s Annual Review Meet-
ing on Monday, April 29th, Chairman of the
Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP), Melvin
Reynolds, gave a presentation about the NDP and
explained why allocating The Chase Hotel as a
Local Green Space would not necessarily protect
it from redevelopment.

Melvin said: “NDPs are mechanisms which
devolve certain levels of planning responsibility
to communities. They are outlined by national
planning policy framework. The basis of Ross-
on-Wye’s NDP came out in 2011, and was finally
ratified in 2013-14, Herefordshire has number
of NDPs, and most of them are based around
villages. .

Many of the residents who attended the meeting
were concerned the find out that The Chase Hotel
has not been allocated in the NDP, which is now
in its final stages. The draft plan is now being
adjusted based on consultations and discussions,
and Melvin anticipated that it would be put for-
ward to local residents for a referendum in late
Autumn, 2019.

Melvin said: “Following consideration and
exclusion of proposals brought under Regulation
14, The Chase Hotel has been excluded from the
NDP as a Local Green Space and a development
site.

The advice that the NDP team have been given
is that there ‘is no question at all’ that any attempt
to designate all of the ‘green’ area as a Local
Green Space would fail at examination. This
would be regarded by any planning examiner as
‘preventing potential development’.

One option advised to those working on the
NDP was to designate only a part of The Chase
Hotel as a Local Green Space, although, Melvin
warned that even that could be regarded by an
examiner as too restricting, and comments from
the landowner would be anticipated.

Another option would be to add a new policy to
the current NDP, There are already policies in the
Plan -about historic parks and gardens and about
retaining what is termed ‘green infrastructure’.
To achieve such a policy, evidence would need
to be sought with consultations, involving site
neighbours and others, to provide an opportunity
to explain the legal situation clearly to everybody.

A further option suggested by advisors was to
await imminent revision of Herefordshire’s Local
Plan so that it could include a policy similar the
previous ong, in response to consultations.

Melvin displayed examples of planning draw-
ings for The Chase Hotel that have been consid-
ered before to help illustrate the variations in green
spaces and housing allocation. These included
considerations of housing developments, a spa, or
holiday lodges.

Melvin presented four options at the meeting:
Leave the NDP as it is; consult on Local Green
Space; consult on an extended Green infrastruc-
ture policy to apply to The Chase; await imminent
revision of the Local Plan to include a coun-
ty-wide policy similar a Green Infrastructure pol-
icy. He also invited suggestions from those at the
meeting, and said that the plan for The Chase was
hoped to be finalised by December 2019.

Joyce Thomas MBE thanked Melvin for his
work on the NDP but said that she was ‘disap-
pointed’ with the fact that The Chase had been
excluded from the NDP. She said: “The Chase
Hotel is of immense importance. Three of us,
Mayor Harry Bramer, Marie Ward, and I, without
any trouble, have had over 1000 signatures hoping
to protect The Chase.”

Councillor Bramer explained that the NDP was
well into development until early January when it
was announced that The Chase Hotel would close.
He said since then the Plan has been in ‘disarray’.

Councillor Hannah Lerego wanted to clarify
that currently, the Town Council has no official
view regarding The Chase Hotel. She said: “I
have lived here since 2000 and think The Chase
Hotel is great, but I would like to say that there’s
no official Ross Town Council view on whether it
should be saved.

“Nobody can speak for us collectively; this is
an emotive issue but the Town Council are not
telling the owners of The Chase what they should
or shouldn’t do. The NDP has had a huge amount
of research and it’s clear why The Chase Hotel has

Melvin Reynolds discussing the different designated areas proposed for The Chase Hotel in

one of the planner's drawinas.

been left out - it’s because otherwise it would fail.”

One resident asked if the Town Council could
have a view on this issue, to which Councillor
Bramer replied ‘absolutely’. He said: “I have put
forward a motion for the next Town Council meet-
ing. My view is that there has been an omission
and this should be put right, and the NDP should
be advised of Town Council’s wish to do this. It
is up to the next Town Council to vote on that,
and that is what will become the Town Council’s
official view.

Melvin said: “This just adds to the view that
somehow we need to work through this. If a Local
Green Space is what we want then that’s fine, but
we need to find a way of putting it forward in a
way that isn’t trying to stop future development —
that is problematic, and that will fail.”

He then asked for a vote about which option
should be chosen. Some residents expressed their
anger at being asked to choose between options
they still did not understand. In the end, it was
decided that the options would not be narrowed
down at this stage, and allocating The Chase Hotel
as a Local Green Space was not ruled out. Despite
this, Melvin warned that it was very unlikely that
The Chase Hotel could be allocated just as Local
Green Space because of the planning regulations.

At the end of the meeting, residents had the
chance to discuss the NDP and the situation
regarding The Chase Hotel further with Mayor
Harry Bramer, Melvin, and other Town Coun-
cillors.




Discussing

Chase

Hotel’s future

by Aliya Shibli

FORMER Mayor and Councillor,
Harry Bramer, put forward a motion
for the new Town Council to vote
on at the Annual Meeting of the
Full Town Council on Monday, May
13th.

Harry told the Ross Gazette:
“There is growing concern in the
Town that The Chase Hotel was
missed out by the Town Council for
designation as Local Green Space
in their submission to Herefordshire
Council for the Neighbourhood
Development Plan,

“I intend to correct this error at the
first opportunity.”

It read that ‘this Town Council
notes that the land at The Chase
Hotel was not considered for desig-
nation as a Local Green Space during
the preparation of the Neighbour-
hood Development Plan and sup-
ports the immediate consideration of
the grounds below the car park down
to Waterside as a designated site.’

In addition, it advised than ‘an
application be made to register The
Chase Hotel, its entrance drive, car
park, and gardens as an Asset of
Community Value.

Councillor Julian Utting proposed

an amendment to the motion, and
Councillor David Ravenscroft sec-
onded the motion.

Councilllor Utting said: “This
Council recognises the controversy
within the town about proposals for
future development of The Chase
Hotel site. The Council also recog-
nises its responsibilities as a statutory
consultee and the obligation not to
take a position on any planning issue
in advance of a formal application.”

His motion read that as an elected
body and as individuals, the Town
Council have no pre-determined
opinion in respect of future planning
applications on The Chase Hotel site,
and acknoweldged full confidence
in the Neighbourhood Plan Steering
Group to develop appropriate plan-
ning policies in respect of The Chase
Hotel site.

The motion also stated that the
Town Council would delegate to
the Planning Committee to inves-
tigate and recommend back to the
Full Council the appropriateness of
including The Chase on the commu-
nity asset register.

Apart from Councillor Katie
Fowler who could not participate
in discussions regarding The Chase,
the Council voted unanimously to
amend the motion.

™ CHARITY OF THE

4
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% YEAR 2019

New Start Cat Rescue is a non-profit organisation

who help rescue unwanted cats and kittens of any

age, and where they can, find suitable homes for
any that come into their care. (@8,

The charity relies on donations, whether financial,

or items such as blankets, towels, wet or dry cat

The Ross Gazette is a drop off point for any
donations people would like to make.

Please bring donations to the office; 54a Broad
Street, Ross-on-Wye, Herefordshire HR? 7DY.
 Any cheques should be made payable to
New Start Cat Rescue.

® e
Ross Gaselle

(/0" ResCue

New stq"'e‘

t: 07510 134805
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