


It’s been a busy few months for the 
Neighbourhood Plan team as Ross-on-
Wye gets stuck into the same process 
as hundreds of other communities 
across England, in preparing our own 
Neighbourhood Plan.  

We started a few months ago by asking 
about the issues people wanted to address 
in the Plan. We did this through a workshop, 
by talking to over 200 people at pop-up 
events in April/May, and with an exhibition 
at the Library in June.  We are also involving 
local groups, including the Scouts and Ross 
Walkers along with local school children 
(future Rossians!) as we collect evidence.  

We’ve recently turned all the issues 
that might be addressed through a 
Neighbourhood Plan into some draft key 
AIMS (or objectives). These are in two main 
sections – aims for the Town Centre and 
aims for the Wider Town. 

The suggested main focus for the 
Neighbourhood Plan is the Town Centre.  
This does not mean the link will be lost to 
the wider town and its setting; we know the 
importance of this from all those we have 
spoken to.  

Over the summer we have been working on 
refining these draft AIMS and building more 
evidence. 

There are two Working Groups doing 
some background evidence work, and 
we provided an opportunity for the wider 
community of people who live, work and visit 
the town to contribute through a float in the 
procession and then a ‘call-in and comment 
marquee’ at the Ross Carnival. We hope you 
noticed us and gave your comments!

There is still time to get in touch if you have 
any thoughts on the draft AIMS (to the right) 
or, if you have any questions or would like to 
get more involved with the plan, get in touch 
with our consultants via:
info@placestudio.com

And don’t forget to visit the website for more 

details: www.rossplan.org.uk

OUR EMERGING AIMS

TOWN CENTRE

1. Enhancing the environment of the town 
centre in ways such as…
…improving the appearance of the town 
centre taking care of the historic character 
and using a high standard of design for any 
new development.

2. Enabling more town centre living in 
ways such as…
…encouraging housing development on 
currently empty, derelict or underused land.

3. Supporting the town centre economy in 
ways such as…
…encouraging and supporting creative new 
uses where this adds to the vitality of the 
centre.

4. Ensuring a well connected and 
accessible town centre for all in ways such 
as…
…improving the useability of the town centre 
by pedestrians, cyclists and those facing 
mobility challenges.

5. Protecting and enhancing the social 
and cultural assets of the town centre in ways 
such as…

…ensuring existing community services and 
facilities, such as the library, are retained and 
enhanced.

WIDER TOWN

1. Enhancing the environment of the 
wider town in ways such as…
…ensuring high standards of locally 
distinctive design and construction in all new 
developments.

2. Delivering appropriate new housing in 
the wider town in ways such as…
…encouraging developments of self-build 
new housing.

3. Supporting the wider town’s economy 
in ways such as…
… encouraging starter units, shared serviced 
accommodation etc. for new businesses.

4. Ensuring the wider town is well 
connected and accessible in ways such 
as…
…providing clearer signage into and around 
the town from main roads.

5. Protecting and enhancing the social 
and cultural assets of the wider town in ways 
such as…
…protecting Local Green Spaces of 
significant community value through 
designation.
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