Ross-on-Wye Town Council

Notice of conclusion of audit

Annual Governance & Accountability Return for the year ended 31 March 2026

Sections 20(2) and 25 of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014

Section 16 of the Accounts and Audit Regutations 2015 (Sl 2015/234)

{a)

{b)

Announcement made by: (d)

Pate of announcement: (e)

The audit of accounts for Ross-on-Wye Town Council for the year ended
31 March 2026 has been completed and the accounts have been
published.

The Annual Governance & Accountability Return including the auditor’s
certificate and opinion is available for inspection and copying by any local
government elector of the area of Ross-on-Wye Town Council on
application to:
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Coples will be provided to any local government elector of the area an
payment of »‘EU'ZS(c) for each copy of the Annual Governance &
Accountability Return.
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Notes

This notlce and Sections 1,2 & 3 of
the AGAR must be published by 3¢
Saptember. Thig must include
pubtication on the smaller
authority's wahbsite. Tha smaller
authotity must declide how long to
pubiish the Netlce for; the AGARand
externgl suditor report must be
pubticly availabie for 5 years.

(@} Whsart the name, position and

acddress of the person to whom
local government elacters should
apply to inspect the AGAR

{b) Insart the hours during which
ingpaction rights may be
exarcised

(¢} Insert a reazonable sum for
copying costs

%—P\ éO%L'ES "m‘\‘ m' () Insert the hame and position of

person placing the notice

{e

Ingert the date of placing of the
notice

wwnw.pki-l.com




Section 1 -~ Annual Governance Statement 2025/28

We acknowledge as the members of,

Ross-on-ifye Town Council

aur tesponsibiliy for ensuring that there is & sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements, We confirm, to the hest of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Staternents for the year ended 31 March 2028, that:

1. We have gut In place arrangamans for affectiva financial
management during the year, and far the preparation of
the accounling staterments.

2, Wo malntalnad an adequate system of Inksnal conirol
ineluding measures designed to preven? arid detect fraud
and corruption end reviewed jts affectivaness,

3, We have assured outselvas thal there are no matkters
of actugl or potantlal norcompliance with laws,
regulations and Fropet Praclicas that could have a
slgnificant financlal effact on tha ability of this
authority t conduct 18 business or manage s
financas,

A, We provided propar opportunity dutlng the vear for
tha axeroige of glectors’ rghts In acsordance with the
raguiramants of the Accounis and Audlt Regulations,

§, We carred out ah assessmer; of the risks facing this
autitarlly and took appropriate steps to manage those
rigks, Including the Intreduction of Intarnal controls andfor
axtemal nsuranse covarwhers required,

B, Wa maintalned throughout tha year an atequats and
effective systerm of Intamat sudit of the accaunting
recards and cohirgl systems,

7. We laok appropriata action on all matters raiseq
In reports from intemal ang external audis

8. We considered whalher any [flgation, laiiiites or
cammitmanta, everits or kansactians, oceurring elther
duying or after the year-end, have a finansial lmpact on
this authority and, whers appropriate, have inoluded them
in the acoounting stataments,

0. (For legal couneils only) Trust funds including
wharitabla, In our sepaclty as the sole managing
trustee-we discharged aur accountability
responsibliities for the fund{siassets, including
financlal reparting and, if reguired, Indepandent
examination of aucdl.

10, We have put in place arrangaments for the effective IT
arl data mariagament in accordancs with proper
practices during the yesr under review.

prapared I8 ascaunting staternents in acenrdance
with the Acoounts and Audil Reguiations

made proper arangements and aeeepied responsiblity
for safaguarding the publle monvy and resotirces In
its charge.

has only vone what It hag tha lagaf power to do and has
pomplied with Proper Practives in doing so.

furing the year gave alf paracns inferested ihe oppartunily to.
inspect and ask questions about this authorily's aceounts,

1 eonsidered and documented tie Anancial and other righs ff
1t faves and dealt wilh tham propely,

arranged for g competent persan, Independent of the fingnclal
eentrols and procedures, fo ghve an objective viaw on whether
1 Inferrial condrofs mest the needs of this smaller authorily

4 responded fo malfers bredght to s atfention by internal anid
extarnal sudit.

disclosed averything X should have ebout its business activily
§ during the year Inpluding events faking place after the yesr

t and if refgvant

fas ret afl of ite respansfbiiffes where, ag & body
corprrata, it Iy a sofe managing trustee of @ Jogal
beaist or trists,

i has made suftable arrengements for ifs T and data
meanagement and has somplied with praper practices ln
i doing so.

*Piease provide axplahations o the external auditor onr a separate shaet for each 'No’ response and deseribe
how the authaority will address the weaknesses ldentifind, These sheets must be published with the Annual

Governance SBtatement.

This Annual Governance Sfaterment was approved at g
maeting of the authorlty on:

xy

Slgriad by the Chair and Clerk of the mesting where
aoproval was glven,

Chair

Clerk
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Bection 2 ~ Accounting Statemants 2025/26 for

1, Balances brought
forward

2. (+) Pracept of Rates anhd
Levies

3. () Total other recelpts

4, (-} Btaff costs

t Total balances .. s at the beginming of the year
“ag recorded in the financlal recolds, Value must agree
to Box 7 of previous year.

Total armount of precept {or for IDBs rates and jevies)
recelved or receivable In the year. Excluda any grants
racelved,

Total Incoma or racelpts as recordad I the ¢ashbook less
the precept or ratesdevies recelved (tine 2). nchids any
granis received,

Total nxpendifire or payments mede to and an behaif
of all emplayees. Include gross salaries and wagss,
osmplavers NI confributfons, employers pension
partributions, gretulties and severance payments,

& ) Loan Interest/capital
repaymenis

Total expenditure or paymants of capital and interest
- made durlng the vear on the authority's borrowings (If any),

§, {-) Al other payments

7. (%) Balances carrlsd
forwared

Total expenditure ar payments as recorded fn g cash-
hook feas staff costa (fine 4) and loan inferest/cepital
rapayments (ling &),

Tota! balances and reserves ai the end of the year.
must sqral (1+343) - (4+5+8).

8, fotal velue of cash and
short term investmets

9, Total fixed assels plus
jong tarm lnvestments
and agsels

The aum of ali currant and deposit bank agcotinds, cash
holdings and short terin investments field as at 3% Marsh -
To agrae with bank reconciliation.

Tha velus of all the proparly the authorily ewns - it Is made
ug of alt its Mixed assets and fong term invesiments as af
31 March.

10, Total borrowlngs

Tha putstancing capital balance as at 31 Margh of all loans
§ from third parties (fncluding PYALE)

|11 Do the figures in the
accounting  staternents  above
exclude any trust ransactions?

For guidares refar to the Practiforiers” Guide sections 2.31 fo 2.33,

| corlify that for the year endad 31 March 2026 the Accounting
Stataments in this Annual Governance end Accouniability
Return have been praparad on either a receipts and payments
ot income and expendifure basls followlng the guidance In
Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authorities - a
Praciifioners Guide o Proper Practices and present fally
the financial pesition of this duthotlly.

Signed by Responsible Financlal Offlcer before being
presented to the authority for approval,

| zonfirm that these Accounting Statemants were
approved by tls autherlly on this date:

as recarded I minute rafsrance;

S ObH S
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Section 3 - External Audttor s Report and Certificate 2025/26

Inrespectof =~ - - " Ross-on-Wye Town Council ~ HEG107

-1 Respective responsmllltnes of the auditor and the authorrty
Our responsibility as audifors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office (NAQ). A
limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with
International Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an
audit would. The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit
is appropriate for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending,

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAO on behalf of the
--Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAO website — https //www.nao.org.uk/code-audit-
practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a sound
system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in accordance with
Proper Practices which:

« summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2026; and
» confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external auditors.

2 External auditor’s limited assurance opinion 2025/26

On the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR), in our opinion the information in
Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our attention giving cause for cencern that
relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met,

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

None

3 External auditor certificate 2025/26

We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability
Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31
March 2026.

External Auditor Signature
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