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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF ROSS-ON-WYE TOWN COUNCIL HELD
ON MONDAY, 14 JUNE 2010 AT 7.00PM IN

THE CORN EXCHANGE, HIGH STREET, ROSS-ON-WYE

Present:
Cllr Mrs J Lane, Mayor

Cllr C M Bartrum, Cllr D Bedford, Cllr P Cutter, Cllr J Edwards,
Cllr Mrs J Hyde, Cllr G Lucas, Cllr Ravenscroft, Cllr Dr J Roberts, Cllr Mrs C Utting.
In attendance: Mrs  D Mason, Town Clerk, Mrs R Lewis, Deputy Town Clerk

Five members of the public and the press
10/07
95
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Cllr P Coleman, who was unwell, and Cllr H Bramer, who had another engagement.
10/07
96
DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS
There were none.
10/07
97
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Inspector Rob Davies asked members to let him know in advance if there were any particular issues they would like him to speak about.  There is a full complement of staff and crime figures continue to fall.  Cllr Ravenscroft asked for details to be reported of specific incidents which occur. Cllr Bartrum suggested that information of any particular crackdown being carried out (e.g. speeding) would be useful. 
The Inspector’s attention was drawn to problems of vehicles using Wilton Road Car Park as a race track late at night and Cllr Mrs Hyde expressed concern over parking of vehicles along narrow roads, leaving insufficient room for emergency vehicles.
Mrs Wilce commented on how nice the Prospect looked but was concerned over the granite strips across the Gloucester Road which appear to have risen up higher than the surrounding paved areas.
10/07
98
MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS
The Mayor had another busy month.  Both the Mayor and Deputy Mayor attended an event celebrating 10 years of the Violet Szabo Museum, The Mayor and her Consort also attended the RBL Rally in the Cathedral and a presentation of the Queen’s Award for Volunteer Services. The Mayor has nominations forms for next year’s awards.  
The Mayor felt that everyone should be proud of the young people of the Ross-on-Wye and Monmouth Sea Cadets, having attended the Annual Royal Naval Parade.

Finally, the Mayor had attended three events on Sunday.

10/07
99
MINUTES OF THE FULL COUNCIL MEETING HELD 


ON MONDAY, 14 JUNE 2010
IT WAS RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting held on
Monday, 14 June 2010 be signed as a true record of the meeting
10/07
100
TOWN CLERK’S REPORT
The Town Clerk’s report was accepted.

Cllr Lucas asked why the agenda had been amended. The Clerk explained that items were been added to agendas where there was both time for the amended agenda to be sent out within the legal time frame and good reason why that item should not wait until the next meeting. However, councillors are asked to submit items no later than 10 clear days before the meeting.
10/07
101
MINUTES OF THE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE MEETING
HELD ON WEDNESDAY, 12 MAY 2010, WEDNESDAY, 9 JUNE 2010 AND WEDNESDAY, 7 JULY
Cllr Dr Roberts, Chairman, presented the minutes and agreed to answer any questions arising from them.

10/07
102

MINUTES OF THE AMENITIES COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY, 
20 MAY 2010, FRIDAY, 28 MAY 2010 AND THURSDAY, 17 JUNE 2010
Cllr Ravenscroft, Chairman of the meeting, presented the minutes and agreed to answer any questions arising from them.
10/07
103
MINUTES OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING 


HELD ON THURSDAY, 3 JUNE 2010

Cllr Bartrum, Chairman of the meeting, presented the minutes and agreed to answer any questions arising from them.
10/07
104

TO RECEIVE THE MINUTES OF THE POLICY & MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE




MEETINGS HELD ON WEDNESDAY, 9 JUNE AND TUESDAY, 22 JUNE 2010
Cllr Mrs Lane, Chairman of the meeting, presented the minutes and agreed to answer any questions arising from them.

10/07
105
CORRESPONDENCE


i)
Herefordshire Council – Everybody’s Business + leaflet enclosed - noted


ii)
Wye Valley AONB – Annual Study Tour  
             Cllr Mrs C Utting and Cllr D Bedford were nominated to attend


iii)  
Herefordshire Council – Follow up Place Shaping Consultations 
Cllr Bartrum added that this important follow up meeting would take place at the John Kyrle High School on Monday 26 July at 7.30pm
10/07
106

PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED 

The following publications had been received and were noted:




i)  Clerks & Councils Direct - July 2010



ii)  Newsletter – West Marcia Police, Herefordshire Division – June 2010
10/07
107

INVOICES PAID/TO BE PAID

IT WAS RESOLVED that the invoices, as detailed on the updated sheet,
would be paid in accordance with Sections 137 and 139 of the Local Government Act 1972.
10/07
108
BUDGET REPORT AND BALANCE SHEET
The Budget Report, the account balances and balance sheet were accepted.
10/07
109

REPORTS FROM OFFICIAL REPRESENTATIVES OF THE 



TOWN COUNCIL ON OUTSIDE BODIES
Market Town Forum – Cllrs Ravenscroft and Bedford had attended the AGM at Leominster. Topics covered included:
· Shopmobility with a presentation by Cllr French. 

· Devolution of services, in particular the control of markets – representatives are to meet with Herefordshire Council

· White lining on roads is wearing out – Herefordshire Council is short of funds to replace them.

· Economic development. Advantage West Midlands is going but allocated money will be used to finish projects already started.

· 106 Planning agreements – the planning obligations officer will speak to councils following the new government announcing its rules on planning agreements.

· The new planning system appears to be working well.

· Some councils are hoping to push their bid for Quality Status along. 

· A training session on data protection is being planned.

Ross & District Community Association – Cllrs Cutter and Edwards had attended a meeting. Discussion had occurred regarding the possible installation of automatic doors into the building.

St Joseph’s Primary School – The head Mrs B Davies was leaving. Cllr Cutter wished it to be noted that she had done an excellent job while at the school.  The Head of St Mary’s, Lugwardine will be executive head from September.

Basement Youth trust – Cllr Cutter had attended the last meeting.

Friends of St Mary’s – Cllr Lucas reported that work was finished on the repairs to the church and the gate by Old Maids Walk would now be reinstalled and the main driveway retarmaced.

Sports Federation – Cllr Edwards reported:

· a topographical study is to be carried out.
· A working party is being formed to look at the possibility of a cinema or cinema club (e.g. at the Phoenix Theatre) in Ross.

Education Foundation – Cllr Bedford reported that the Foundation had applied to Sainsbury’s to be their charity for the Year (it went to Age Concern), Sainsbury’s have offered them an “in store” collection day

Ross Charities – next meeting in August.
Betzdorf Twinning Association – Cllr Ravenscroft reported that the AGM had taken place. The stopover in Gent was a great success and is likely to repeated on future visits to Betzdorf.

10/07
110
NAMED SUBSTITUTES 

IT WAS RESOLVED
to elect Cllr Dr J Roberts as a named substitute for the Amenities Committee, 

to elect Cllr Mrs C Utting as a named substitute for the Finance Committee

and to elect Cllr J Edwards as a named substitute for the Planning Committee.
The Clerk clarified that Standing Order 15 required five days’ notice confirmed to the Proper Officer that a councillor is unable to attend a committee meeting.

10/07
111
PARKING ISSUES

IT WAS RESOLVED

to commission a student project to investigate the possibility of enhancing the amenity value of car parks, subject to Herefordshire Council making no objections and the Finance Committee agreeing to give up to £100 funding.
7 members voted for the resolution, Cllr Mrs Hyde and Cllr Lucas were against and Cllr Cutter abstained.

Cllr Dr Roberts agreed to contact Herefordshire Council to ask whether there were any objections to the project being undertaken.

10/07
112

NOTICE OF MOTION UNDER STANDING ORDERS



Councillor Derek Bedford presented the following Notice of Motion:
The Policy and Management Committee be asked to look into the present arrangement for the AGM and Mayor Making, to consider if it would be sensible to hold the AGM and May Council meetings on a different night from the Mayor Making.
The Council agreed this was a sensible suggestion and all were in favour.
Chairman…………………………………..   
Date………………………….

