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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF ROSS-ON-WYE TOWN COUNCIL HELD
ON MONDAY, 14 JUNE 2010 AT 7.00PM IN

THE CORN EXCHANGE, HIGH STREET, ROSS-ON-WYE

Present:
Cllr Mrs J Lane, Mayor

Cllr C M Bartrum, Cllr H Bramer, Cllr D Bedford, 
Cllr Mrs J Hyde, Cllr G Lucas, Cllr Ravenscroft, Cllr Dr J Roberts, Cllr Mrs C Utting.
In attendance: Mrs  Mason, Town Clerk, Mrs R Lewis, Deputy Town Clerk

Eight members of the public and the press
10/06
71
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Cllr P Coleman, who was working away and Cllr P Cutter and Cllr J E Edwards who were on holiday.
10/06
72
DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS
Councillors Ravenscroft, Roberts, Bartrum and Utting declared a personal interest in the Ross Town Plan. Cllr Ravenscroft added that he would not be voting on the Town Plan because of his interest.  Councillors Bartrum and Lane declared a personal interest in Jamstand.
10/06
73
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Sergeant Rob Davies introduced himself. He has taken over as Acting Inspector for Ross Ledbury and the Golden Valley until November. Both crime and anti social behaviour is continuing to fall in the area. 

Cllr Ravenscroft spoke of the concern of anti social behaviour associated with fast food outlets operating until 5.00am.  Sergeant Davies replied that the police will gather evidence and if necessary will be able to use it to amend a licence. 
Mrs Wilce asked what progress there was on providing more seating within the town centre. Cllr Ravenscroft said that a Community Pride grant application was being prepared for funding. Cllr Bedford pointed out that the seats had now been returned to the Market House.
10/06
74
MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS
The Mayor had attended several functions as Mayor. A highlight was her trip to Betzdorf where she had received several gifts on behalf of the council.
The Mayor wished Cllr Lucas a happy 80th birthday later this month and paid tribute to Chris Robertson, former editor of the Ross Gazette who had written thanking the council for their gift to her on her retirement.
10/06
75
MINUTES OF THE FULL COUNCIL MEETING HELD 


ON MONDAY, 10 MAY 2010
IT WAS RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting held on
Monday, 10 May 2010 be signed as a true record of the meeting


MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE TOWN COUNCIL HELD 


ON MONDAY, 10 MAY 2010
IT WAS RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Town Council held on
Monday, 10 May 2010 be signed as a true record of the meeting
10/06
76
TOWN CLERK’S REPORT
The Town Clerk’s report was accepted.

10/06
77
MINUTES OF THE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE MEETING


HELD ON WEDNESDAY, 14 APRIL 2010
Cllr Dr Roberts, Vice Chairman, presented the minutes and agreed to answer any questions arising from them.

10/06
78
MINUTES OF THE AMENITIES COMMITTEE MEETING 


HELD ON THURSDAY, 15 APRIL 2010
Cllr Ravenscroft, Chairman of the meeting, presented the minutes and agreed to answer any questions arising from them.
10/06
79
MINUTES OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING 


HELD ON TUESDAY, 27 APRIL 2010

Cllr Bartrum, Chairman of the meeting, presented the minutes and agreed to answer any questions arising from them.
10/06
80
CORRESPONDENCE
i) Herefordshire Council – Fast food outlets - noted

ii) Cllr R Hamilton - Safe pedestrian route between Bridstow and Ross-on-Wye – clerk to reply saying that the Ross Town Council are in agreement




iii)
Herefordshire Council – Local Economic Assessment – Clerk to reply referring Mrs Gibson to the Town Plan.




iv)
Overlooking the Wye – Ross sites interpretation - noted


v)    Herefordshire Council – Affordable housing - noted
10/06
81

PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED 
The following publications had been received and were noted:

i)
Clerks & Councils Direct - May 2010

ii)
The Clerk – May 2010 

iii)
Outstanding – Spring/Summer 2010 

10/06
82

INVOICES PAID/TO BE PAID

IT WAS RESOLVED that the invoices, as detailed on the updated sheet,
would be paid in accordance with Sections 137 and 139 of the Local Government Act 1972.
10/06
83

BUDGET REPORT AND BALANCE SHEET 
The Budget Report, the account balances and balance sheet were accepted.
10/06
84

REPORTS FROM OFFICIAL REPRESENTATIVES OF THE 



TOWN COUNCIL ON OUTSIDE BODIES
Market Town Forum – Cllr Ravenscroft had attended a meeting. The new planning system at Herefordshire Council including the putting of Town council comments on the website was covered. 
The Market Towns’ Charter is currently being updated. 
Community Pride – Cllr Ravenscroft attended a meeting on 18 May 2010.

Shop Front Panel – Cllr Ravenscroft attended a meeting on 25 May 2010. Most of the money has gone and has been used in the north of the county. There is sufficient left for about 6 shops – local shops need to be made aware of these grants.

Cllr Ravenscroft also reported that he had attended various meetings as Deputy Mayor. These included a meeting of the Smallbrook Gardens Residents’ Association – he suggested that they may invite a councillor representative to join their association. 

10/06
85

EMERGENCY CO-ORDINATOR


As no-one had yet volunteered to take this, it was agreed to ask the Finance Committee to consider giving an honorarium to a volunteer to undertake this role.  This could then be advertised.


10/06
86

STANDING ORDERS
IT WAS RESOLVED to adopt the new Standing Orders as circulated.

10/06
87

ANNUAL AUDIT
(i)   IT WAS RESOLVED to adopt Section 1 – Statement of accounts.
(ii)   IT WAS RESOLVED to adopt the Annual governance statement


10/06
88

ANNUAL REPORT
IT WAS RESOLVED to Adopt the Annual Report as circulated.

This will now be printed and delivered to all households in the town at the end of June.
10/06
89

JAMSTAND – GRANT AID
IT WAS RESOLVED to give a grant of £2,000 to Jamstand.
10/06
90

HOUSING STRATEGY CONSULTATION

It was agreed that the Policy and Management Committee would look into this at their next meeting.

10/06
91
ROSS-ON-WI-FI
Cllr Bartrum outlined the background to this. Following discussion of the management it was agreed to ask the Policy and Management Committee to agree their decision made on 23 March 2010, allowing a consortium with Mr Brian Atherton as its representative to take over the management of the system. Cllr Bramer expressed some concerns and it was agreed that conditions would be applied to the contract.
IT WAS RESOLVED to give put £1,425 towards the cost of management and ask 
Herefordshire Council to match fund.
10/06
92
COMMUNITY GOVERNANCE REVIEW 


IT WAS RESOLVED to make a formal request to Herefordshire Council
 for a Community Governance Review of the HR9 area.

10/06
93
ROSS-ON-WYE TOWN PLAN

IT WAS RESOLVED to adopt the Ross Town Plan, 
bearing in mind that the implementation would be subject to both the
financial resources being available and the council’s capacity. 

The Policy Committee is to look for specific projects which can be undertaken
 during the remainder of this council’s term and the new Council from May 2011 is to be asked to develop a business plan incorporating the Town Plan’s recommendations.
For 5 (Cllrs Bartrum, Bedford, Lane, Roberts and Utting), against 3 (Cllrs Bramer. Hyde and Lucas), and abstention 1 (Cllr Ravenscroft).

Cllr Mrs J Hyde asked for her reasons for voting against be recorded: There was no draft consultation with the Town Council resulting in an inappropriate, premature and expensive publication, the contents of which, although desirable, are largely unachievable. 
10/06
94
COMMITTEE VACANCIES

IT WAS RESOLVED that Cllr Mrs C Utting would be a member of the Planning and Development Committee and a member of the Amenities Committee. Cllr P Cutter would be a member of the Policy and Management Committee.
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.50pm.

Chairman…………………………………..   Date………………………….

