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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE AMENITIES COMMITTEE OF

ROSS-ON-WYE TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY, 5 DECEMBER 2011
AT 7.00PM IN THE CORN EXCHANGE, HIGH STREET, ROSS-ON-WYE

Present:  Cllr Mrs C Utting – Chairman
Cllr A Atkinson, Cllr C Gray
In attendance:       Mrs D Mason - Town Clerk
A11/12
143
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received from Cllr I Henderson, who had a work commitment, and Cllr Mrs Lane who was recovering from an operation.
A11/12
144
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations made. 

A11/12
145
MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING
IT WAS RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on Monday, 7 November 2011

be signed as a true record of the meeting.

A11/12
146
TOWN CLERK’S REPORT

Nothing to report that was not an agenda item.
A11/12
147
BUDGET REPORT 

The Clerk reported that she had contacted the grounds maintenance contractor about the lack of invoices.  He had had administrative problems and was anticipating being able to send invoices this month.
Christmas lights – it would cost in the region of £10,000 to install outdoor switches and this would need to be budgeted next year.

Footpaths – there was an overspend as the grant from Herefordshire Council had only been £600.

The budget report was accepted.

A11/12
148
TUDORVILLE ALLOTMENTS 

Cllr Gray reported that he had met with the Secretary of the Association about the badgers at the allotments.  The possibility of the installation of a curtain fence was discussed.  It was felt that a letter should be written informing the association that further action could not be taken as the badgers were a protected species.
A11/12
149
ROSS TOWN CEMETERY
Nothing to report.

A11/12
150
DEANHILL PARK
New equipment had been installed.  The Clerk and Chairman would have a site visit to draw up a list of things that needed to be done, ie, the fencing.

A11/12

151
ST MARY’S CHURCHYARD
The Clerk had recently received correspondence from Hook Mason outlining the proposed programme of repairs and suggested contractors.  It was agreed that more than three contractors should be approached to quote for the work and the Clerk would contact Hook Mason.

A11/12

152
BANDSTAND
Nothing to report.

A11/12

153
SKATEBOARD PARK

Nothing to report.

A11/12
154
TOWN MAINTENANCE

Street cleansing/weeds

The Clerk had been speaking with a representative from Amey to look at the possibility of additional weed spraying.  The sweepers currently in use would be fitted with a weed spraying unit.  There would also be a price available for additional areas that the Town Council might wish to have sprayed.  The Clerk had informed Amey that is was very much hoped that the town would be weed free by the Jubilee weekend and bearing in mind that once the route of the Olympic torch was known that would also be expected to be weed free.
P3 scheme
Nothing to report.

A11/12
155
CHRISTMAS LIGHTS

The Christmas lights event was considered successful.  The Working Party would continue and hopefully build on this year.  

A11/12
156
WEATHER STATION 

Nothing to report.

A11/12
157
SUB COMMITTEES ON TOWN PLAN PROJECTS

Allotments and Gardens
The Clerk was checking on the costs of drawing up a lease.

Picnic Site and associated facilities

A meeting is due to be held to discuss the proposed site with Herefordshire Council.  In addition, the siting of table tennis tables would be discussed.

A11/12
158
TOWN PLAN IMPLEMENTATION

Nothing to report.

A11/12
159
HANGING BASKETS

Only 22 expressions of interests had been received.  It was agreed to pick this up again in January.

A11/12
160
TOILETS AT HOMMS ROAD

The Clerk had written to Herefordshire Council asking for the whole area to be transferred.  An email had been received stating that this was going to be discussed and a meeting might be arranged.
A11/12
161
ROSS IN BLOOM
The Clerk explained that she had been expecting a response to a letter to the Chairman of Ross in Bloom but this had not been received yet.
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.20pm.
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