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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE AMENITIES COMMITTEE OF

ROSS-ON-WYE TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON THURSDAY, 15 JULY 2010
AT 7.00PM IN THE CORN EXCHANGE, HIGH STREET, ROSS-ON-WYE

Present:  – Cllr D Ravenscroft - Chairman
Cllr J Edwards, Cllr G Lucas, Cllr Mrs C Utting
In attendance:  Cllr Mrs J Lane (Mayor) and Mrs D Mason, Town Clerk
Mr A Lee Jones, Herefordshire Council
A10/07
98
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received from Cllr Coleman, who was unwell.
A10/07
99
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interests.

A10/07
100
MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING
IT WAS RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on Thursday, 17 June 2010

 were signed as a true record of the meeting.
At this point it was agreed that Mr Lee Jones would address the meeting about the signs for the approach roads.

Mr Lee Jones explained that the signs were to cluttered and likely to cause too much of a distraction for motorists.  In addition, he felt that there was a possibility that the fairtrade and walkers are welcome status would not be consistent and therefore would be expensive to keep changing the signs.  He also said he would prefer to see the picture of Ross in silhouette rather than colour.  It was agreed that the silhouette of the
sign would come above the logos for twinning.

The Clerk 

A10/07
101
MATTERS ARISING FROM THOSE MINUTES NOT FORMING

AN AGENDA ITEM
Nothing to report.

A10/07
102
BUDGET REPORT 

The Clerk informed members that the budget for training for the cemetery was likely to be overspent as the Cemetery Officer was attending a training course that cost £140.

The budget report was accepted.

A10/07
103
ROSS TOWN CEMETERY
The cemetery was looking attractive with newly planted bedding.

The Chairman informed members that he and the officers would be visiting the cemetery in Hereford to speak with officers.

A10/07
104
TUDORVILLE ALLOTMENTS 
Nothing to report.

A10/07
105
DEANHILL PARK

The Clerk reported that a local contractor had looked at the swings and can repair them but would like to see the inspector’s report before continuing.

The Clerk also reported that one of the stepping pods had been vandalised and she was waiting for a price for replacement parts.

The replacement and removal of equipment was also discussed.  It was felt that the rocking horse needed to be removed as it was beyond its useful life and was also possibly a hazard for young children.  In addition, the small multiplay was also coming to the end of its useful life and it was agreed that when considering budgets for next year this needs to be borne in mind.  It might be possible to access some grant money for replacement equipment which would need match funding.

A10/07

106
ST MARY’S CHURCHYARD
Cllr Lucas reported that repairs to the footpath would be undertaken by the contractor and the gates would be replaced.

A10/07

107
BANDSTAND
Concerns were expressed about the rumours that licences had not been obtained for an event to be held on the bandstand.  The Clerk would continue to find out whether the appropriate licences had been applied for.

A10/07
108
SKATEBOARD PARK
Nothing to report.

A10/07
109
STREET CLEANSING
It was reported that Pig’s Alley was not as clean as it used to be and the Clerk was asked to speak with Enviroability.
A10/07
110
CHRISTMAS LIGHTS

It was agreed that the switch on would be on Friday, 19 November.  Cllr Mrs Utting would talk to ART about help to arrange a market and late night shopping or something similar to bring in as many visitors as possible.

The Clerk was asked to prepare a draft programme for consideration at the next meeting.
A10/07
111
WEATHER STATION 

Dr Rogers had emailed to thank the Committee for the replacement fence and refurbished sign. 

A10/07
112
STREET FURNITURE

Water Cisterns – the Clerk reported that she had received an offer of £20 for the cisterns.  It was agreed to ask whether the offer could be increased with the money going to the Mayor’s charity.
The Clerk reported that one quote had been received for benches and the Chairman had also approached a company for a quote.  Once these had been received an application for grant monies would be submitted.

A10/07
113
ROSS TOWN PLAN

The Committee had been asked to research the provision of new allotments and a picnic site at the riverside.

Cllr Lucas felt that the committee should not be discussing this had it had more than enough to consider.  Cllr Lucas asked that his objection to this be recorded and he felt strongly enough to consider resigning from the Committee.  The Chairman asked that Cllr Lucas did not resign as he was an extremely useful member of the Committee and undertook a considerable amount of work and that the committee had been tasked to undertake the work by the Policy & Management Committee and Amenities needed to report back.

It was agreed to set up a working party consisting of Cllrs Edwards and Utting and the Clerk to research land for provision of new allotments and whether it would be possible to provide a picnic site at the riverside.

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 7.55pm.

Chairman……………………………………

Date……………………………………

